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Shal | be repl aced by:
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Former furniture show oomwarehouse in the Italianate style, c. 1860,
possibly for the firm Moore andHunton, with 1887 renodelling and
|ater alterations. Faced with stucco and with stone dressings. 3
storeys on corner site.

EXTERI OR: The design is derived in part from donestic nodels in
contrast to the pier-and-panel formthat becane characteristic 6 the
building type fromthe late 1870s. Main front to Worship Street of 11
bays, with a 6 bay return to Paul Street. The ground fl oors have
piers with banded rustication and | arge shop wi ndows above stall
boards (indicating basenent acconmodati on), thoseon Worship Street

i ncorporating prismlights and ventilation grilles. The main entrance
is at the corner of the building with a second entrance on Paul
Street, which retains granite Corinthian colunms and panell ed doors,
and a carriage way on Worship Streé. The upper floors have fl at
headed sash wi ndows with paired pilasters on the first floor and
architraves with scrolled feet on the second. The wi ndows in the
eastern half of the Worship Street facade differ slightly in w dth,
perhaps indicating a phasedconstruction. O her details include a
ground-fl oor cornice, a continuous sill band and a deepbracketed
eaves cornice surnounted by a balustrade with pedi nents, apparently
an original feature.

| NTERI OR: Not inspected, but it is believed that the |later
subdi vi si ons have obscured the original plan form a pioneering

mar keti ng arrangement whereby furniture was arranged in 'showoons',
a new net hod of display copied fromthe enporia of the West End.

HI STORY: Moore and Hunton were present on the site by at last 1860
and, as an insurance policy taken out by Edward Hunton in 1866 makes
clear, the prenises was then nore extensive than now and i ncl uded
ot her buildings and tinmber sheds ranged around a rear yard with saw
pits. There were workshops heated by stoveswith at |east 26 makers
benches, as well as dedi cated packi ng areas. The showroom buil di ng
appears to have been double the size of the present structure and
extended further along Paul Street. Wien the main building was
refurbished in 1884 followi ng the dath of Hunton it contained a
'spaci ous' basenment and groundfl oor showroons displaying draw ng
room furniture. The staircase and | anding to the upper floors al so



served as a display space for overmantels and | ooki ng gl asses.
Packi ng yards, finishing roons, polishing shops and warehouses
containing frames and other goods 'in the white' were also noted.
Further, apparently nore extensive, alterations occurred to the
showroons in 1887 when the firm was under new managenent. Externally
this included the paintim of the nanme of various overseas cities in
the first-floor windows in gold letters, reflecting ‘the centres of
the firm s inportant col onial business’ (Cabinet Maker June 1887,
328). Internally the showoons were reworked as furnished roons in
imtation of the West End furniture enporiums, so that 'retailers
could bring their friends to see such finished furnishings conplete,
even to the books on the table' (Ibid). More and Hunton clained to
be the pioneers of this approach in the East End. By 1899 the frim
had | eft the building, which was subsequently subdivi ded. The
interior as described in c.1915 was wel Fappointed with offices

t hroughout - the best with mahogany doors and teak partitions- and a
granite floor on the ground storey. Tenants included theHome and

Col onial Stores Ltd, who had offices here until the 1920s. O her
inter-wars uses included a radi o warehouse on the ground floor and an
uphol stery and trinmm ngs factory on the upper floors. The northern
hal f of the site, Nos. 68 Paul Street, was redevel oped in the 1960s
and the rear warehouses and wor kshops were probably cleared for a
vast | ate-C20 office devel opnent at the corner of Worship Street and
Clifton Street. Nos. 24 Paul Street have been refurbished and the
ground floor converted to a ba.

SUMVARY OF | MPORTANCE

Thi s handsone Italianate building of c.1860 is thought to be one of
the earliest show oomwarehouses in South Shoreditch, an area that
fromthe mdCl9 to the m d C20 was the hub of the international
furniture trade. The area manufactured, sold and supplied furniture
of all types and quality to retailers in the West End, provincia
cities and throughout the British Enpire. 24 Paul Street has speci al
architectural interest for its richly detailed Italianate el evations
and special historic interest for its position as an early surviving
exanpl e of a show oomwar ehouse in this significant furniture

manuf acturi ng area.



