
99th Amendment, dated 13.07.06 
 
The following building shall be added:- 
 
495971      BRITANNIA WALK 
       (West Side) 
 

Gunpost near the junction 
with City Road 

 
       II 
 
Cast iron gun-post, early-mid C19, of a typical design in its original location.  
 
Inscribed on the plinth is: "ST L / MIDDLESEX / No. 109". It is likely that the 
illegible character was an S, making the first line "St L S", the shorthand for St 
Leonard's Shoreditch used on several of the other gun-posts in the area. This 
gun-post marks the boundary of the parish of St Leonard's Shoreditch, a 
grade I listed church of 1736 by George Dance the Elder.  
 
HISTORY: Following the end of the Napoleonic Wars many cannons were 
used as bollards, mostly appearing on the streets of London. These cannon-
bollards inspired the design of this gun-post, and the others in the area which 
mark the boundary of the parish of St Leonard's Shoreditch. Parish 
boundaries have now been superseded but from the medieval period until the 
C20 they were the principal administrative units of government, used, for 
example, for the distribution of social welfare and in official records. 
 
SUMMARY OF IMPORTANCE: This cast iron gun-post dates from the early-
mid C19 and marks the boundaries of the parish of St Leonard's Shoreditch. 
Gun-post boundary markers are an interesting reminder of this historical 
division of land and for this the gun-post near the junction of City Road and 
Britannia Walk, which survives in its original location, is of special historic 
interest. This gun-post is also of architectural special interest as a surviving 
fragment of the early-mid C19 streetscape, in a design inspired by the 
cannons used in the the Napoleonic Wars. 
 


