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1. This report seeks approval to the deeignation of an extension to the exdsting
Clapton Square Ceomservation Area. :

RECOMMENDATTORE

2. {A] That the Committee resolves to designata an extension to the existing Clapton
Square Congervation Aresa (as indicated by the boundary on the site plan '
attached on Appendix A) under Secticn 69 of the Planning (Listed Buildings
and Conservation Areas} Act 1990,

(B) That officers be authorised to carry cut the statutory notification and
muklicity in connection with thig designation.

(C) That officers be authorised to investigate the cption of entaring into a
"Town Scheme Agreement" with English Heritage and report back to the -
appropriate Committees.

BACRGROUND

3¢ Claptop Square Conservation Area was designated in 1969 and was the first
Conservatich Area in Hackney. The original designetion was bhessd on the open spaces
of Clapton Square and St. Johns Gardens ard includsd and most of the important
boeildings, in architectural and histeric terus, which directly relats to the open
spaces. It has been evident in racent years that the boundary of the Conservation
Area requires amending particularly as some properties of architectural and historic
worth were excluded. This fact has been the subject of considarable concern o
local amenity societies, such as the Hackney Souiety and the Clapton Square Area
Communi ty Development Association. :

4. The Clapton Sguare Area Community Develompment Associatiom cbjected at the Public
Inquiry into Hackney's Deposit Draft Local Plan in 1988 expressing these cohcerns
formally.

5. Tne Council has consistemtly eccepted the need to review the boundary roxr
Clapton Square Conservation Area, howsver, this work was restricted by the
availabllity of staff rescurces and the Inspector for the Local Plan Inquiry in 1988
accepted that this was the case. Therefore, now that staff resources do permit, and
Congervation issues in general are receiving more attemtion, a programme of new
designations and oxtensions to existing Conservation Areas has cormenced with a new
Conservation Area, Underwood Strest, being designated in July 1990.



. . ; (i
i ﬁesmmttaeanthaﬁbhnehigai Thig
report reccmmemded a stratagy fmﬁ ¢’ Cohservation Area designation and
specifically identifies the externs gt the Clapton Square Conservation Area as ane
of five priorities for designation i 19581/92. The reason for Clapton Squara's
priority was roocogniticon of thanaaﬂmincludethemildingsafmtawhichhadheen
excluded from the original deeignation .and alse to acknowledge the importance of,
and quality of, thacha;acterofthaﬂarrmﬁayaa;artofoneofthaﬁomgh'skay
shopping centres. In the Narrow Way & considerable amount of Council rascurces have
besn dadicated to achieving enviropmental improvements in recent years and
prioritisation of Hackney Town Centre iz planned to contimue.

7. The remad.ning four areas identified in the Conservation Area strategy report for
priority designaticn are: Socuth Shoreditch, The Grand Union Canal, Broadway Market
and De Beauvoir fringes. The general Conservation Area strategy is to offar
protecticn to those publicly cherished higtoric areas under threat from

. redevelomnent or unsjmthatin change,

FROECSALD

8. The proposed extension includes the wheole of the Narrow Way from the rallway
bridge northwards, a terrace along the south gide of Amfrarst Rosd, the propertiss on
the north side of Lower Clapton Road which face Mare Street, ali of Lower Clapton
Road from Clapton Sguare to the Rocund Chapel, Clapton Passage, Urswick Road from its
Tunction with Lower Clapton Road to Sutton House, Sutton Square and two properties
which encloge the entrance to Clapton Square vie Clarence Place. This is considersd
to be an "inclusive" approach which reflects the unity of the area as percveived by
its residents and users. Purthsrmore the area as a whole shares a fascinating
history which mvesmthemiltenvimmtanﬂitanjwsamsm;ﬁwhich
reflects thiz complementary growth and development. Thia history and urban desigm
.chancterlsttcsareftnly desceribed in Appendix B and C.

'mmggamumsm.e

S, Ehe:emzﬁprupartiasinthaaraaspmposedtohaaddedtutheeﬂsting
Conservation Area. The properties comprice a mix of retail, commercial and
residential buildinge along with notable individual Iaildings such as the Round
-Chapel apd Hackney Caentral Baths. The majority are in private cwmership, with a
fsw,snchasHadmayC&ntralBathsanﬂCla:enanman,intannmusmship.

mmmm

10, Cant:ulofdemlittanofallhﬂldings{wt Just listed nildings) isach:l.nvvad
Ly designation as Conssrvation Arsas, This is a very important #dition to the
‘Council's powers to control and influence the pressures which are present in all
areas for change and to thuis be better able to conserve the attractive historic
character of this area. When new developments are propoged the Council will be able
taapplyﬁghsﬂnﬂaﬂsoﬁdasignwhichwillraspectthamsﬂmmm
effactively, ensure that developers invest in Hackney's built envirommemt.
Consarvation Area designaticn can help to advertise the. poaitive agpacts of the
Borm;ghsanvimmentalqnmlity



1.0 ;& Copsezyation Ares must be a preliminasiuem s
I [the. Councll has a duty to Elraw-- = Etieme

enharicement fallcwing das:.gnation. In this case it is considered practical to draw -

up a scheme of enhancement not just for the extension but for the whole of tha

enlarged Conservation Area. The Council is sesking the advice and wiews of local

regidents and amenity groups ¢n hew this scheme of enhancement should be carried cut

and this process will continne, .

12. {lapton Sgquare iz designated as a pricrity Conservation Arsa by English
lleritage and it 1s understood that Engiish Heritage would be prepared to make a
contribution to preserving and enhancing this Conservation Area. Grants and lcans
made by English Heritage for such works range from 25% to 100% with the owners of
the land or Iuilding meking up the remainder. Very few grants or loans made by
English Heritage are to cover 100% of costs. A Town Scheme agreement would be
appropriate for this arsa and thiz wouwld :I.mro.lve the Councll and English Heritage
comuitting rescurces over a number of years. A Town Schema Adreament would
reinforce the Council's commitment to Hackney Town Centre and snable En.gllsh
Heritage to help fund enhancement projects.

13. In this comnecticm Urbﬁn?mgrm‘mmnies which are funded 75% by the
separtment of the Environment and 25% by the Council could effectively contrilute to
funding schemss as part of a schema of enhancement.

14. At present the proposal does not carry immediate financia) implicatiens for the
Council as an enhancement scheme has not been identified as yet. However
cellaboration with English Heritage threugh a Tewn Schema Agreement would invelve
exparﬂimmwmmwwlﬂmmlwrehﬂmlymllmntaofmyomapaﬂodof
several years., It is anticipated that any new expenditure would not be congidered
until 19%2/93,

15. A scheme of enhancement will be investigated and a further report with specific
recomendations will be submitted to the appropriate Committees for approval.

FUELIC OCNSTILTATTON

16" 350 letters were delivered to all premises in the areas proposed as an
extensicn to the Conservation Area informirng occupiars of tha proposal. Clapton
Square Aresa Community Development Association ware also consulted and providsd with
200 copies of a questicrnaire on the proposal. All relevant local and nationel
menity societies were consulted.

17. 2An exhibition of photographe and explanatory information was mounted and a
mblic meating hald, The exhibition included illustrated sketch pruposals for
poasible enhancement projecta. C(bsarvations wers both on the proposals and on what
projects pacple thought would preserve or enhance the character of their araa.

1B. 2B repliss to the consultation exercise wers received from local people.
Furthermore the Victorian Soclety, the Clapton Square Area Community Developmsnt
Asgociation and the Hadmsy Scclety provided commwents on the proposal. The major
issues which are raised by the responses are:

1) The Boundary:
i) Clarence RFoad and Clarence Mows should be inclnded.



th'bf te axisting Consarvabiige

1i1)  Stroets o the north of the existing Conservation Arsa, such &s . |
Goulten Road and Lower Clapton Road, : should be included. .

iv) The terrace of netionally and locally listed builéings from 248 to 300
Dalston Lane should be included. _

The issus of whether to include Clarence Readl and Clarence Mews is
essentially one of fomel correctmess in Historic terms in that this arsa wag
brilt =5 pert of tha Clapton Squars arsas Gevedupant Lo (he last century
against a practical aseessment of policy towards the present problers.

& Planning Brief for Clarence Mews is the subject of a concurrent report to
thiz Coanittea. The okbjective of the Clarence Maws Blanning Brief is to
provide guidelines for the encouragenent of appropriate empioymant uses, .
- upgrading of Environmental quality and the dizcouragement of new residential
uses,

It is considered that the abjectives contained in the Clarence Mews Planning
Eriaf would be mich more difficult to achieve if enhanced recmuiremants for
the design of new buildings were imposed. This is becauss the increass in
iiding cedts would be likely to preclude the new private sector ilnvestnent
in small comvercial (Bl use) premisse which are considered necessary in
Clarencs Maws. Furthenmore only one building, Mumber 48 Clarence Mews, is,
in itself, in need of protection from demolition dues to its agrchitectural |
quality and 15 to be included within the enlarged Conservaticn Area. The
terrace of huildings in Clarence Road do have a epecdal character bt have
been altered, in most cases by extensions miilt in mig-matching materials. To
include thig terrace is only practical if considerable resources can be
dedicated to restoring the huildings. ' '

The Bus Garage is part of a Town Centra Development Site (Proposal 124 of the
Hackney Local Plan) in which the Council would welcame its redsvelopment for
retail puryoses.. However it is fully acceptad that any new developnent miat
respect the setting of tha Conservation Area adjoining 1t. Therefora the
whole of the forecourt to the Bus Garags 18- 1o be included and this will
ensureé that the new development is very carefully designed and properly
mﬁessasﬂa'mmmmm&mmmy. :

A proposal to designats 248-300 Dalston Lane ac a Conservation Area was
approved, in 1985, by the Plarming and Transport Commitites. However the
Housing Compittess elso need to approve this froposal. This approval was
subject to the approval of the Housing Services Committee and the Housing
Design Committee. In the event the =ubsequent approvals were not given. In
any case to @esignate this'terrace of heuses would be contrary to the
Conservation Area Strategy agresd in March 1991 which is to designate ths

five prierity aréas first.

The streets to the north of Claptén Square, which are considared by some o
Road and Rowhill Road. It is mot: considered apprepriate to ifclnds: these

roads in this proposal as these rois are part of a separate arga in -
architectural and hstemic tam &nd fe PLsdcuinantly resigentinl and mot




ation Strategy repert which alliws!
plementation. of the five priority az

' Ares Management Tssues

Many pecple tock the opportunity to raise issues regarding Council services
generally, for example street cleaning, litter bins, traffic management,
maintenance of street paving and control over Bhop displaye spilling ocut
over the pavement. Altheugh restrained by scarcity of resources, the Council
corpirotaly con omly benafit from luwwiig what e Foloens with service
delivery are and it is intended that the appropriate lisisen between the
Plamning Divisien and other Covncil departments can go soma way to improving
services.

3} Enhancement Schemes

There was gensrally an encouraging welcoms given te officers proposals cn how
to preserve and shance the area. For example new street furnitureslighting,
landscaping, new streat paving, easier road crosging points and new
signposting. Appendix B lists possible projects. -

4, 16 AND 17 CLAPICN SCUARE

19, Thesaamtm@radaﬂhistadﬁuildingsinthaﬂmncﬂ'amershipwﬂchm
in need of urgent repair; they have been vacant since 1985 when the Council eviched
the ccouplere whoe ware scuatting.

20.  Officers are investigating the solution of seliing these houses to be re-used
a5 single family dwellings at a price which will reflect the amount of repair works
neaded. _

mmmmmmm

21, It is considered that designation of historic areas which are sharsd and
cherished Ly the pecple of Hackney, as Conssrvation Areaz, can help to combat
negative images of the Borough. It is hoped that advartising Hackney in a positive
mamner will asgist ih combatting discrimination, bearing in mind that half of the
People of Hackney belong to the Black and Ethnic Minoritiss Cozmranity.

"MELICATTONS FOR STAPFING

22, Applications for Conservation Area Consent to demolish mildings would _
Iepresent new work. However, given that these would normaliy be associated with
planning applications for redevelopment it is anticipated that the increase in
workload can be accommodated within the existing staff rescurces of the Plamning
Division. -

CESERVATIONG OF THE PRINCIPAT, RACE RELATICNS ADVISER

23. The Acting Principal Race Relations Adviser fully supports the

Iecammendations.



MICHAEL E. NEW.
Esvin Dykes
01/07/91

10/07/91 updated
15/07/91 updated

ASETISTANT DIRECTUR (FLANNING)
Lead Originator (Planning Divisicom)



SCHECULE CF ms;:@,m:_” '

1-19 nwhmarst Road: - (consecutively)

339-419 Mare Street (consecutively)

350-422 Mare Street (consscutively) .
Clarence Houss and 2-4 Clarence Road

1-129 Lower Clapton Road (consecutively)
12-60 Lower Clapton Foad (consesuatively)
DoZimey Czabtool Daths, Lower Claphbon Doad
The Round Chapel, Lower Clapton Boad

2-22 Clapton Passage (consacutively)

3-13 Clapicn Passage {consecutively)

St John's Maneiong, Clapton Square
Cavendish Mansiong, Clapton Sgquare

30 Clapton Sguare {Bocial Ssrvices uilding)
5-27 Urswick Road (consecutively)

1-65 Sutton Square (consecutively)

Bay House, Subtton Flace

22a Suttop Flace

23-25 Button Flace

48 Clarence Mews

1A Clarence Place .
The Duke of Clarence Public House, Clarence Road
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Fositive Urban Des:".g fﬁlﬁfgﬁterisucs

A, 'I'haﬂamW__ax

Prom the Railway Bridge to the Mare Street/Lower Clapton Road junction., This
section is characterised by an attrativaly strong sense of enclosurs brought
about by the narrow width of tha roadway and the almost unbroken terracas of
tall uildings alengside. It ig a basy shopping area with market stalls:

Frcmtheuarestreatﬂmmcuptonnmdjuncﬂmmthamum Station. Thisg
"green heart" is actually two separate historic gamdens, each of which has a
unhicque charactar, Both are heavily enclosed Ly vegetation and offer intimate
surroundings. Unfortupately this means that their- ambience ig obsoured to
-passers by in busy Lewer Clapton Road. A journey along this route could be
unified by the *gresn heart® belng brought intd a closer relationship with the

thorcughfare.

. ImrmammadarndkRmd

.sidemngingfrbmaséargianlistadpairmanahmthrmdmciwﬂmam
tarminauugatthaun;mposingfacadeofmttonﬂmae, which marks a
of great local antiquity and significance. East side - gaps and roof edges.

1. The Green Heart

'ﬂmmﬂpoorviaahilityintntha_apangmanzp&mlmmgbaahck-nf
mmmsnfthainﬂ:ﬁﬁtﬁf@ewandamismwty. The
h:ilﬂugsmm-thairbadcsmtha"grmhaq:t"andtharamrwamsesmtq
it. Thera does appear to he potential for a way into St John's Gardens next to
the water fountain, however, the railings closs i1t off. Perhape a mew antrance



8.

could be created? and perhaps a new entarios imto Clapton 8quare from the
scuth east cormer? 2An unlocked entrance into St John's Gardens frem Sutton
5 : :

J‘unctionatmesmthendofmemm

This 15 difficult to cross and presents a swiden break away from the
“character” of the shepping area in the ¥arrow Way. An improvemsnt could be
Wil PAVGHIILE U Davedshii Liws? less ooad space? better lighting? better
Crossings? new paving and road surfaces?

Junction at the north end of the Narrow Way

The view opens up in a wide junction and the charactar of the route becomas
douninated by road vehicles. Furtharmore a new hackdrop, the cormer of the
housing estate, comes into view. From a streetscape viewpolnt tois i a bad
deslgn because it tumns away from the street and does oot frame it. Thus the
enclogsed character of the Marrow Way leaks away at this point.

Possible changes are a "screening” landscaping project? or new shops at the
corner of Dalston Lane and Clarence Roed? wider pavements? Better Croesinge?

Kenmure Road

At its junction with the Nartow Way is a rather stark road closure which is
vnsympathetic with the intimate enclosed feel of the Naryxow Wey. A simple
altarnative which could bring seme green contrast would be seating surrounded
bytreenwhichmﬂdp:widaasmallcitysqumtqascapefo:rafawnd.m;tas

Ga Su t

There is a change of character as one approachés the "green heart”. This change
hmldhamchmradramaﬂciftheappnmchaamthaopan-spamsmmﬂuﬂby
tall puildings on either sida. Atmosphere lsaks out here becauss of ths aingle
storsy huildings on the north side. ' :

London Electricity Board Ehopfront

Tha shopfront detracts from the fine facade of thig Jocally listed Dallding. It
is a bleak, characterless atdition. _

Unauthorised Advert Hoandings

Most advert hoardings on the sides of buildings are unauthorised and dstract
fram the appearance both of the building in question and-the strsetscape in
genaral. - o :

Eagt Side of Urswick Road
The new developmants do not relate to the street as they are set back and turn

their hacks to this maid thorcughfars. Umised patches of grass do not add
anything to the character of this locality. Possible improvemsnts would be a

- substantive lardscaping schems? tall trees along the whole length?



Suuaofthashﬂpﬁbﬁtsﬁimgm:mapmnmdmmmymthetictotha
pericd character of these terraces. Over time these comld be replaced with

new, timber framed shopfropts of

an appropriate desigrn ideally helped by a

contrilutier towards the cost via the tangetting of a shopfront grant bleck
funded frem the Councll's Urbsn Frogramme.



The name Clapton comes from Saxon words maaning“fam on the hill".

Tha Medieval £2f. Augustine’s Clock Tower iz the lagt surviving part of the parigh
church and wag the centre of Hackney village. . It was, and is, on higher ground
near the juociion of major roubas. The church was lasgely demoliched in the late
eighteenth century. St. John's Church was bullt nearby, teday the centys of the
Conservation Area.’

From the Madieval pericd to the mid nineteenth Century, the outlying areas were )
largely fields and market gardsms. The arsa was renowsed for its fertile soll, and
watercress beds watered by Hackney Brock existed off Morning Lane until 1875.

Harmily amy of the buildings on Jchn Roogque's map of 1745 survive today, but plota,
roads, fleld hedges, and footpaths still dictate much of the existing street plan,
'Iheymmutl}rdalineatadbymnoﬂalhmndaﬂes There was ribbon development
aloeng the principal theroughfarss, today's Lower Clapton Road, Urswick Road and the
Narroway. Clarence Road exdisted as "Back Lane”; to the south was "Money Lane"
later Morning Lane.

Until the end of the sightesanth Century, development in what 1s now Hackney was
centerad round =small villages at Hackney, Dalston, Shacklewell, Uppar and Lower
Clapton, and Homertom.

Although it is hamd to imagine todey, Heckney was in the sightesnth Century a mach
favoured place for "taking the air" and escaping from the Cliy amcite and
warcrowding Smmﬂrepysmjoyedmnghnﬂadmayvﬂlagemsatcharriesam

Several large houses and estates balongadtumurtimanﬂrich merchants from the
sixteenth Century and nearby a hundred gentlemen's carriages wexs kept at Hackney.

sald there were more carriages than Christians. Haclmeymlyhaﬂclﬁsa
1inkswith::nyaltyorthemt

El!hea:eawaspartofthemmb'l‘yssmisum. The Tyssens were of Dutch
Jdescent, who bought two manors in Hackney. In the Narroway, a large bousa bullt in
1840 acted as the Manor House, and stdill standn (Nos. 387, 387a and 397b).

During the seventsenth Century, wealthier and titled people started to leave
Hadmeyan:lﬂitytraﬂersmmdin,

methel??ﬂa.largehuﬂsesmehﬂltaspartoft&mm, rathar than heing
uilit detached. This was when plots of land were sold and built on for planned,
rather than plecamsal development, From the mid-ninsteenth Century, longer

tarmceawarehiltandplatsmammhmdan&alymutm,withspaculaﬂw

developgment iy private surveyors amd bullders.

The growth of the Clapton Sgquare area was due to the pressure for heusing. Claptm
Scquare was designed for prestige.

The popilation of the parish of St John at Hackney increased from 12, 730 in 1801 to
22,494 in 1821, and to 218,998 at the end of the ninteenth Century.



For most of the nineteéenth Century, Hackmey was still “"fashionable" hut partly dua
to better commnications and the epread of the metropolis, the better off began to
move north and east-wards cut of the area. Their homes were then in maltiple
seoupancy, demolishad or given sver the instdtuticonal uses. Thers had been
extensive and often elaborate gardens with fountains.

There were severat schools in the area in and arcund St. John's Church, including a
Chuarch of England, Collegiate school in Clarence Road and the all dencminaticnal
Crammar School in Sutbon Place.  The boys foom theee achools onde fought the pocrer
Parochial School, and the police were called to end the fight.

Tondards the end of the Victorian era the pressure on land for developmant
intensified. Hackney was considered to be part of East London. By the Pirst World
War the middle and upper classes moved ocut in large mumbers.

Mission Halls and Fublic Houses competed for attention and there was much
overcrowding and insandtaticn, At the same time, there remained pockets of open
gardeti and the thean private Squars of Claptom Square.

CLAPTUN PASSAGE AND CLAPTON SXXIARE RFEM

According to one historian, Clapton Passage may have been part of a secondary Roman
road running £rom Kingsland Foad to Essex. A marbles sarcephagus was dlescovered in
Lower Clapton (now in the Museum of Londen). By 1745 there already was a group of
large houses on the south side and a road clearly marked, wider than today's
passage. The name appears in a sale map of 1816 when the scuth ares was zold (as
part of the Tyssen Amhurst estats) with the Clapton Square area. A map of 1831 by
Ashpitel shows three large houses with long plots rumming acuth with only one
bailding to the north. Whereas by 181B many houses had been built round three
sldes of the Square, thasze ramained, the most important in the aresa. Thiz was _
still the case hy 1B67. An umsual photograph shows Holly Villas on the north side
of Clapton Passagée in constructiop in 1882, with the huillders in front. Tha
appropriately-named Ivy Villas on the opposite site were built later.

A Targe house on the corner of Lower Clapton Road and Clapton Passage was lived in
from 1791 o 1794 by the scientist Joseph Priestley and his wifa. 2An adjolning
house was lived in by another scilentist Richard Knight, who invented a mathod of

refining platignum and making it malleahle,

Clapton Square was laid cut om Clapton Field in 1816 and auctioned in lots. On the
north and east sides were large houses pre-dating the Squars. They were demolishad
in the late nineteanth Century and the mansion blocks of Cavendish Mansions and St.
John's Mansions were built. In June 1863 the whole of the Square was auctioned Ly
the Tyssen Amhurst estate, prominént in Hackney's history. There were glowlng

refersnces to the Square and area ... *the convenience of the spot, its aspect of
gquiet retirament, comtvined with an agreeabls vivacity, and the universally high

character of the residents, several of whom have been in cccupatlion many years,

have copduced to render this Square one of the most favourable locations in the

northern suburbs of Town". To the south, Lot 48 was “a most secure and desirable
freehold investment comprising the capital residemce, Mo. 1 Clapton Squatrs, o
suitahlyamngedifnrth:cnnvaniencaofa:aspwtahlafmﬂ.lyhaw.ngintharaa;n
long garden, with good stabling for two herses, and Coach House with emtrance from
the Mawa”®, (now Clarenga. Mews).



Baindgai gl o40). was the home of aiRisEian &ifiide, Thecdore -
Rathstain, and oftan *.rmiﬁdl.h,r hig friend Lenin. lot 18 of the 1816 sale already
exigted ag Clarence Place with:seven housaa of three storeys. Lot :I.smsalr:amiy
in existence as Clapton Flace. -

THE NARROWAY, MARE STHEET

‘ihat part of Mare Streer from the juncition with Lower x.laptbn Foad to t.he present
Towm Hall was called Church Street until 1868.

me-mywasprohablypartofamtracmm,mﬂamadinthemdiem
pariad.

In Medieval times there were a mumiber of large mansions near to Hackney Charch.
Mare Street iz from Meare, Middle English, meaning a boundary or a marsh.

On Rociua's map of 1745, the Narroway was a major thoroughfare, with large

buildings and gardens on either sida, Templar‘'s House was on the gast side, where
the Crown Public House stands today. The house dated from the early aeventesnth
Century and was owned by the Knights Templacs, imommedlugsarmoflandatﬂ

treperty in Hackney.

On the comer of Bohemia Place and Mare Street was "The O1d Black and White Heusae®,
a late survival of Medieval timber-framed construction. PBcohemia Place is
asgociated by legend with James I's daughter, the Quesn of Bohemia.

A group of Preshyterisns were established haf._o.fa 1636 ocn the west side of the
Rarroway .

Several religious dissenting groups came to Hackney apd Clapton becsuse of their
reputation for religioms tolerance. There were several different groups
worshipping there. .

Poftuguase or Spanish Jews came to settle from the seventeenth Century. The area
has for long atitracted members of the hlack and sthnic commmnitias. In a 1802
photograph of the old Town Hall and Clock Tower, two black young men can be seen on
the right. Fron the 1880's Jewlsh refugees from Russia and the Baltic States
settlad in Hacknay.

Dnthaeastsidaofthaﬂu:myinfmntof&thugustinasmvwsmmmrish
or Church House. Near this stood tha pillory and “cags". At one time the uilding
held tha fire sngine room, panahccrmtbaarnma:ﬂpolicastation,mnm
It was kuilt by the Rector of Hackney, Christopher Urswick, friend and advisor to
Renry VITI. It was demolished in 1802. The first Town Hall was boilt there, which
has for long been the Midland Bank.

‘For many years the Narroway wag a village high street with a growlng mmber of
shops and services on either side. The street still retains some of this
atmogphere today, which pedestrianigation has hselped regain. In 1832 the strset
consistad "very principally of. shops of mumercus classes and descriptions”. Then
thataupnofthasmtchmgedtnthatofammnppugthmghfmhytmlate
nineteenth Century.



The Hackney Brook waa <n the line of Graham Road, Itflcwadacrcastheﬂa:rmy
and carriages had eniy one ford, at the junction of Amhurst Road. In wet weather
the Brook flooded. A bridys was bullt acress the Brock in 1790, and it is ncw

culverted over.

The Narroway has long besn an important transport route. In 1769 seven coach
stands were sel up. In 1850 the Eaet and West India Docks and Binmingham Junction
Failway wasz copened (in 1853 becoming the North Londen Railway}. The railway bridge
ovel Hare Susst mads an intrugive pressnce. The rallwey shtatiso criginnlly stood
on the opposita sid.ec-ftharoaﬂmmday, by Bohemia Place. Itisgaid.ﬂmttha'
workmen's trains, offering reasonably priced fares, did not have a great effact on
Hackney's ﬂeveloprent.

Tram tra&:ka'-ware lald by early by the North Metropolitan Tramways Company and were
drawn at first by horses. The service was elsctrified in 1909,

The Narrowmy had several shops selling fresh produce such as fruit, vegetalbies,
dairy and meat from nearby fams. However, by the mid nineteenth Century the shops
included more sophisticated trades, such as drapers.  The wide variety of trades is
shown Ly the Btreeat Directory for 1870. In 1897-98 it wasg described as one of the
chief market streets. "Public Houses line Mare Street ... and ara used
practically as club houses by the confortable classes .. FPlaces of amusement (in
Hackney) are almost non existant except in the immediate nsighbeurhood of Dalston
Junotion and Mare Street”. ,

The arsa had not much crime in that period, whsraasithaﬂheanmmdangmin
previcus centuries. Charles Booth's 1897-98 "Life and Labour of the People in

Lerdeon® sald’ "There are some coamplaints of the lively character of the crowds of
young people who make A promenade of Mare Street on a Saturday, or Sunday, or any.
fine evening, ut, so far as this has come under our observation, it would not be
fair to describe the conduct exhibited in very harsh terms. It is not actually

rough, nor is there anything which presses the bounds of decency and propriety. To
gel against some danger or diecrder, there is moral safety in nombers. There is
hardly roam for street walkers among the walkers of the strest, amxl there is in

fdct very little of prostitution in this form east of Dalston Junction ... "tha

mﬂngmnsclubahavaveryhadrep;tatmn" Ihapmadams]mmastm

'monkey parade’.

e Mermaid on the west side was one of Hackney's most impartant and popular
wstelries. The pleasure grounds were situated on the weat side of Mare Street, .
wrth of Hackney Brock. The premises were used ag Aseembly Rooms, wi.th often heated
solitical and parish mestings. Many balloon ascents were made from the pleasure
jrounds, Othar hostelries wara the King's Head on the east side, and the Old _
dfermaid, cloge to the churchyard. When the Landlord of the King's Head failed to
*hange the name thapuhlichmsamtharestnmﬂ.mofthamnarchy from
'Crewwall's Head', he was put in the plllory. :

mwﬂnancesunwymapofleﬂahmﬁthatthahssmblynm, pleasure grounde and
ypeni Yand hed been built over. The Strest Divectory shows that a wide range of
iervices wae avallabls,

¥

JORER CLAPTON BORD

mﬂammdmanmmdmy,amammm (n. Rooque’'s map of
1745 it was part of a tree-lined major thorcughfare, kLetwsan Clarence Road and :
Irswick Road, 'Ihaeastside'slaywtmslargﬂydeteminedbyth:largagrmnﬂs
f Hackney House, bullt in 1727 and demolished c.1800. In the former grounds were




i '-a-._ne five likees", & pircinent group.: il
‘plofs 'of today. Lesbia Roed was built on opd
. now ‘stands. Roadawaremilttogainaccess =

The Round Chapel, themutadnefondehapel,mﬂmcentmofala:ga
congregation of worshippers. Othsr non-conformists flourished in the area. The
Rournd Chapel was Iuilt from 1869-71, designed hy Beary Fuller. The west side of
the street had a variety of trades, including confectioners and saddlers. -

In 1763, 12 coach stands wera get up and ix the nineteenth Contury there was a tram
serviee. :

Nos. 21-35 TLower Clapton Road (Clapton Place) wers in existence in 1816, with the
same houses {with shops in former front gardens) extant today. They were the firet
of the houses to be Iailt on the fommer Clapten meadew by the local surveyor and
resident of Clapton Square, William Hurst Ashpitel. Ashpitel held copyhold. land
fomtheldanornfl.orﬂahnlﬁandrespmdedtothagrmqingnaadforhmsingthaless
well -to-do than the larger houses arcand. ,

To the right of these were three houses and the Portland Amms with skittla alliey,
gtable and cottage at the rear. Thess wers demolished for the Bath's site. The
1841 Census shows residents of largely independent meens, with one or two servants.

The Hackney Baths (1893-97}, the Ring's Hal}l, were the first municipal baths to be
bailt in the area and admitted 148,619 pecple in the £irst five months,

JOEEFH FRIESTIEY

The eminent sclentist Joseph Priestley lived in Clapton from 1791 to 1794, He
discovered oxygen and made other significant diseovaries with gases. He was also a
radical philoscpher and theologian and dissenter, helping to found Unitardianisa,
Priestley wvas at times persecuted for his religiuus and political views. He came 1o
Hackmey from Birmmingham where a mob had destroyed his house and labeoratory.

Hackney appealed partly due to the radical climate. *Cn the whole" he wrote "I
spént my time even more happily at Hackney than gver I had done before". He took a
lsase on a large house which formerly stood at the corner of Clapton Fassage aml
Lower Clapton Road, opposite the Round Chapel. Priestley also preached at the
Gravel Plt Mesting Housge in Bam Place by Morning Lans, Due to his pro-French
Fevolutionary stand, he was still pereecuted in *loyal' Hackmay. Servantz would
not stay long. By 1794 despite happiness in Hackney, persecuticn was such that he
decided to emigrate to Amearica. Hie house later became a prominent radicat
college.

URSWICE RORD

Urswick Road was in 1745 a major thorcughfare contimicus with Lower Clapten Road.
on the aast sidewaraalready several major buaildings with gardens and woodland

beayond,

Urawick Road is namad aftar Ch:istbphar Urswick, an adviscr and f:.'iand of Henty
VIII, wio rebailt the old St. Augustine's Church in 1509. _

ThelandonthemstsiﬁsmstheastataofImcHanslay,andmsupengru.mdup
to the late eighteenth Century adjoining the church yamxi, There were two
gouth of Sutton Place, - andaSchmlBoud.mmtSchml later Upton House School.




An example of the residents in the-aréa wee a family of religious Dissenters named
Ryder, whoranadraparsb:siness Ln'the{:ityintheaarlyeightaanthc:anmry

In thaninateanthﬂanmrythamadwasUpparHunartnchada:ﬂhy 1870 t.heramra
ggveral substantial houses with lnng gardens on both sides.

There wae a freehold land soclaty for the Conservatives Imilt on land by the road
in 1860, but developmant was held up by the huilding recession and the land was
Duilt on sver the nmock 00 yeoars, By 1813 the Ordmsncoe Survey shows wost of tThese
houges to have been demolished. It was common when the more well-to-do left such
houses, for them to be made over as schools, workhouses or asylums ate. On the east
5ide was Upton Heuse Industrial School where children were taught useful trades.
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