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Synagogue and attached school. C 1914-15 by E M Joseph and partner Snithem the
synagogue interior copying the apse and galleries of John Davies's New Synagogue,

Bi shopsgate, of 1838 and incorporating some original fittings fromthe earlier

buil ding. Red brick with stone dressings and quoi ns; gabl ed roof.

EXTERI OR: Edwar di an Baroque style. Pedinmented 2 storey front; 6 w ndow returns. Front

wi th projecting ground fl oor of banded brickwork above a stone podi um and having a
projecting tetrastyle Doric portico flanked by noul ded stone panels with 2 -1ight
nmezzani ne wi ndows above. 2 round-arched, architrave entrances with |ugs and keystones,
fanlights over and panelled doors, flank a sinmlarly architraved central w ndow. 1st
floor has simlar architraved central w ndow fl anked by paired stone pilasters with an
ent abl ature supporting a small broken pedinment. This feature flanked by rectangul ar
stone towers, rising through the 1st floor and having round-arched wi ndows in pedi nent
aedicules to each face; donmed roofs. Returns with architraved wi ndows in to ground

fl oor having keystones projecting into aprons of round- arched architraved wi ndows with
keystones and lugs at 1st floor.

I NTERI OR. Vestibule has lonic colums and entablature to vaulted ceiling. Min
galleried space in Italianate style with barrel -vaulted ceiling having inset |unettes;
panel  ed ceiling above galleries. Gallery supported on Doric columm s and entabl ature,
above which, Corinthian colums and entablature to ceiling. Paired Doric pilasters and
Corinthian colums flank apsidal end {housing the Ark) with Corinthian columm screen to
gal l ery; coffered dome ceiling with central oculus. The Ark fr omthe 1838 synagogue was
resited here in its entirety, including the 1838 nmahogany doors with curved patterns,
the central "bimah" was renpdelled fromthe old building, rebuilt to a smaller scale

wi t hout the choir, benches with arnrests were resited and t he ei ght candel abra were
renoved fromthe earlier synagogue but are probably late 19th Century rather than 1838.
St ai ned gl ass of ¢1915 and later and pulpit of 1919. Atetrastyle in antis stone |oggia
i nks the synagogue to the contenporary school. Channel led red brickwork with stone
dressings. 2 storeys 3 windows. Gauged red brick flat arches to recessed sashes, the
ground floor with keystones. Stone cornice and bl ocki ng course behi nd which appears a
brick gabl ed end.

HI STORY: A declining congregation in that part of London before the First Wrld War |ed
to the G eat St Helen's synagogue being sold to the Shell Transport and Tradi ng
Conpany. Followi ng the erection of the new building in Egerton Road the United
Synagogue had nmade a sufficient profit to underwite the building of many nore
synagogues t hroughout London.



