TQ 3382 OLD STREET
735/ 35/ 10072 Court House and Police St ation
I

Former Magistrates court and former Police station. 1903-8 by John Di xon Butler
Edwar di an Baroque style. Red brick with Portland stone dressings and the third
floor and ground floor are stone fronted. The base is constructed of worked
granite bl ocks. Four storeys and ni ne wi ndow bays w de. Symmetrical conposition
with a curved single storey height wall at the west end and gate piers to the
police station yard at the east end. The central bay is recessed, stone-fronted
and contains the entrance door and porch. The central entrance bay has a
triangul ar pedinment with the horizontal base recessed, which encl oses a stone
carved Royal coat-of-arns. Below this is a Venetian window with rusticated col ums
and bal ustrade, above a curved porch with two Roman lonic columns. The stone-
fronted attic storey which runs across the top of the building is pierced by
circular windows. Belowthis is a w de stone bracket eaves cornice. Wndows to
first and second floors on the main front are doubl e sashes, with pedi nented heads
to first floor. End pilasters. Gound floor has 6 round-headed openi ngs and two
three-1ight canted bays adjoi ning doorcase.

I NTERI OR. Spaci ous waiting hall with | eaded and gl azed wi ndows depicting letters
standing for Edward VII, by Mrris and Co. Col oured nosaic floor by Diespeker and
Co, with MP (Metropolitan Police) letters. Fine double-flight staircase |eadeing
to a smaller courtroomon the first floor. The original light fittings and

Renai ssance-styl e niches on the landing wall survive. The hall is lit by a

col oured gl azed done. The main courtroomis situated on the ground floor. Both
courtroons are panelled, the nmain one has a curved dais wall, and an inbuilt
bookcase. Ot her staircases are plain with the chunky square newel s characteristic
of stations by D xon Butler

One of the finest Edwardian civic buildings in London, acconodating courtroons,
station, living quarters and cell blocks (to the rear) all in one building.



