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Examination of the soundness of the statement of community 
involvement  

3.10 The purpose of the examination is to consider the soundness of the 
statement of community involvement. The presumption will be that the 
statement of community involvement is sound unless it is shown to be 
otherwise as a result of evidence considered at the examination. A hearing 
will only be necessary where one or more of those making representations 
wish to be heard (see Annex D). In assessing whether the statement of 
community involvement is sound, the inspector will determine whether the:  

i. local planning authority has complied with the minimum requirements for consultation as 
set out in Regulations;1  

ii. local planning authority's strategy for community involvement links with other community 
involvement initiatives e.g. the community strategy;  

iii. statement identifies in general terms which local community groups and other bodies will 
be consulted;  

iv. statement identifies how the community and other bodies can be involved in a timely 
and accessible manner;  

v. methods of consultation to be employed are suitable for the intended audience and for 
the different stages in the preparation of local development documents;  

vi. resources are available to manage community involvement effectively;  

vii. statement shows how the results of community involvement will be fed into the 
preparation of development plan documents and supplementary planning documents;  

viii. authority has mechanisms for reviewing the statement of community involvement; and  

ix. statement clearly describes the planning authority's policy for consultation on planning 
applications.  

From: Planning Policy Statement 12: Local Development Frameworks 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1 The Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations, 2004. 
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 Room 3/25 Hawk Wing Direct Line  0117-372 8468 
 Temple Quay House Switchboard 0117-372 8000 
 2 The Square  Fax No 0117-372  
 Temple Quay GTN 1371-8468 

Stephen.carnaby@pins.gsi.gov.uk  Bristol BS1 6PN 
http://www.planning-inspectorate.gov.uk 
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London Borough of Hackney 
Town Hall 
Mare Street 
London 
E8 1EA 

Your Ref:  

Our Ref: PINS/U5630/429/3  

Date: 5th July 2006 

 
LONDON BOROUGH OF HACKNEY - STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY 
INVOLVEMENT 
 
Dear Mr.Paterson, 
 
As the appointed Inspector for your Authority’s Statement of Community 
Involvement I am requesting comments from the Council on the following points in 
order to assist in assessing the soundness of London Borough of Hackney’s Statement 
of Community Involvement. 
 
1.  In appendix C of its Regulation 31 statement, it response states that it will be more 
explicit in section 7.1 about consultation reports for LDDs, but has not set out any 
precise amendments to text - could the Council please do this.    
 
2. In relation to test v the Council have not included a statement in the SCI concerning 
the translation/availability of LDF documents into other languages.  Could the 
Council either provide such a statement or indicate a suitable point of contact for such 
facilities.   
 
These answers are to assist in the production of a binding report. Once you have 
submitted your response to these questions, the report will be produced as quickly as 
possible. Please reply to Steve Carnaby whose details are given above. Thank you for 
your assistance in this matter.   

 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Keith Holland BA(Hons) Dip TP MRTPI ARICS 
�
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In response to the Inspector's queries please find our suggested amendments below: 
  
1. At section 7.1 the text should be amended from "The Council has a clear commitment to 
informing the community about the results of consultation. Once the consultation period for any LDD 
is complete and the document re-drafted the results from the process will be presented along with the 
changes as part of the Cabinet report." to "The Council has a clear commitment to informing the 
community about the results of consultation. Once the consultation period for any LDD is complete 
and the document re-drafted the results of the consultation will be presented along with the amended 
document as part of the Cabinet report.  The results of the consultation, in the form of a consultation 
report, will include reference to the key issues raised and the Council's response to each issue." 
  
2. The final copy of the SCI (as with all our final LDF documents) will include a translation 
page at the rear of the document as standard.  The form of the translation page can be seen 
in the attached Affordable Housing SPD on page 12. 
  
I hope these amendments satisfy the Inspector's queries.  If there are any further queries 
please don't hesitate to contact me. 
  
 
As per our telephone discussion please find below some minor amendments to web 
addresses to ensure they are still operative: 
  
Page 9 - Replace at 5.3 "http://www.hackney.gov.uk/planning-policy-lds." with 
"http://www.hackney.gov.uk/ep-policy-lds." 
  
Page 13 - Replace at 5.26 "Guidelines for consultation on major applications are outlined in a 
guidance note which is provided both on the internet9 and during the initial discussions 
between Council officers and the applicant (attached as Appendix 2)." with "Guidelines for 
consultation on major applications are provided in our pre-application pack which is available 
both on the internet9 and during the initial discussions between Council officers and the 
applicant (also attached as Appendix 2).", and  
Replace footnote "http://www.hackney.gov.uk/planning-consult-dc.htm" with 
"http://www.hackney.gov.uk/ep-pre-app-major-comm-consult.htm" 
  
 

Adam Paterson  
Planner 
Environment Directorate 

Phone: 0208 356 8266 
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Issue Response 

Would like to be added to General Consultees list (5.10) Suggest amendment made in section 5.10 

Should be consulted on any applications that may ‘affect’ the 
Park under the terms of Section 14 of the Park Act 1966 

Suggest amendment made in Appendix 3, 
Section 4 

Thresholds defined for consultation on planning applications 

Not considered appropriate that Asset 
Management section of the Metropolitan 
Police is included in guidance as 'Design 
Out Crime' issues are already addressed 
through consultation with Local Police.  
The Council will also meet with them 
separately to discuss their planning issues 
in Hackney. 

Would like to be added to General Consultees list (5.10) 

Asset Management Section of 
Metropolitan Police Authority not 
considered appropriate to include in this 
list as their input is likely to be only 
provided from a property management 
perspective. The Council will also meet 
with them separately to discuss their 
planning issues in Hackney. 

The SCI does not include any obvious link with the Community 
Strategy or other strategies prepared by the Council. It is 
important that it should do so as the LDF is simply one aspect of 
the Council’s overall strategy and it should have clear links with 
the other documents. Also, it would be helpful if the SCI were to 
indicate whether there is scope for linked consultation on the 
Community Strategy and (eg) the Core Strategy of the LDS. Not 
only is there a logic in doing this, but it would help to safeguard 
against excessive rounds of consultation with the same bodies 
and individuals. 

Links could be improved by adding the 
following text: 
The Community Strategy will be the 
subject of re-consultation in 2006.  The 
impacts of any amendments to the 
Community Strategy will be appraised in 
the Annual Monitoring Report and will feed 
through to changes in LDF documents.  
Any consultation programmes scheduled 
during the same period as this or 
subsequent consultation periods will look 
to maximise efficiency through concurrent 
consultation programmes. 

The SCI largely complies with test (iii), but in terms of 
consultation on the LDF, it might be helpful if (apart from the key 
consultation bodies) the Council indicated that it would ask other 
bodies if they wished to be general consultation bodies. The 
value of this approach is that it avoids the need to re-consult, at 
a later stage, those bodies that did not respond at the earlier 
stage. 

The list of General Consultation bodies in 
section 5.10 will be kept under review and, 
if other consultees are identified whose 
inclusion in the list is appropriate they will 
be identified through the AMR and 
subsequent SCI review. 

In terms of resources, the SCI mentions the amount of resources 
potentially needed for each form of consultation. However, it 
does not go beyond that in indicating the amount resources 
available and then drawing conclusions about the extent of 
consultation that will actually be undertaken. 

Suggest that detailed budget information 
should not be included in SCI.  
Consultation will be budgeted for on an 
estimate of need derived from the LDS.  
Council will also use past experience to 
improve future efficiency of consultation 
on LDF documents. 

The SCI does set out the fact that the results of LDF and 
planning application consultations will be fed back to consultees. 
However, the intention of this test is that the SCI also makes 
clear that consultees will be informed how the views expressed 
on a plan or application have affected the decision made by the 
Council. Clearly, this is the Council’s intention as is the 
documents submitted with this draft SCI show that the 
consultation responses on the previous draft of the SCI have 
been carefully considered so it is simply a matter of making an 
explicit reference to this fact. We do appreciate that it would be 
impracticable to provide detailed information in this respect on 
every planning application, but for major developments and for 
LDDs, it is important that consultees can see that their views 
were taken seriously. 

LDDs will be accompanied by consultation 
reports following a consultation period 
which will detail issues raised and the 
Council's response to those issues.  This 
can be made more explicit in section 7.1. 

�


