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735/ 12/ 10055 Monunment to John Swan
in Abney Park Cemetery

Gv Il

Monurent to John Swan (1787-1869). Wite nmarbl e pedestal surnounted by a draped urn;
overgrown with ivy at tine of inspection in 1997. MIlward, mason. O historical

i nterest on account of the inscription which clains that 'few nmen have been greater
benefactors to their country than the late John Swan. He was the original inventor of
the "screw propeller "in the year '24, as now used in HVS, and published by the late Dr
Bi rkbeck, in the Mechanics Register of the same date. The Deceased was al so the

i nventor of the "self acting chain nmessenger" introduced into the navy in 1831, a
saving to the nation of about ?70,000 a year. Admiral Dundas frankly conpensed that it
was a very great saving both of noney and nen's lives and that the inventor deserved
every encouragenment, but unfortunately by sone neans or other the "ingenious and nodest
inventor" as he was styled by Dr Birkbeck never received the slightest renuneration.'



