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Introduction 
 
In summer 2008 Hackney Council (LBH) surveyed 1000 
people on their views’ on the park and results showed that a 
children’s playground was definitely needed and the 
preference was to locate it next to the tennis courts.  
 
As a result, Groundwork London (GWL) was commissioned by 
LBH to consult with the local community and design a play 
space for the proposed location.  The total budget is £125,000 
(including consultation and design fees) and the project must 
be completed by March 2010. 
 
Funding has been provided by Playbuilder and the Hackney 
Learning Trust.  Playbuilder has certain guidelines that we are 
required to consider in the design of the play space.  These 
include: 

·  Innovation and creativity  
·  Providing a public play space that meets the play 

needs of local children and young people 
·  Involving children and young people in developing, 

designing and bringing the play space into use 
·  Consulting with and involving the wider community 
·  Access  
·  Safety  
·  Maintenance and protection against damage  
·  Environmentally friendly (including sustainability and 

natural materials) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In addition, we are also required to meet with Play England 
guidelines and the Hackney play strategy which advise that 
play spaces: 

·  are ‘bespoke’ 
·  are well located 
·  make use of natural elements 
·  provide a wide range of play experiences 
·  are accessible to both disabled and non-      
  disabled children 
·  meet community needs 
·  allow children of different ages to play together 
·  build in opportunities to experience risk and    
      challenge 
·  are sustainable and appropriately maintained 
·  allow for change and evolution 

 
Consultation 
 
In accordance with LBH policy, GWL planned a 14 week 
consultation phase which commenced on the 22nd June 2009. 
Phase 1 ended in August 2009 and this report details the 
findings from that phase. This report will feed into initial 
landscape design sketches which will be further consulted on 
in phase 2 of the consultation which is due to commence at 
the end of August 2009. The play space is due to be installed 
by March 2010.  
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Summary phase 1 consultation activities  
Date Activity Aim Location Outputs 
22.6  
7-9pm 

1st Stakeholder meeting  
 

Present project proposal to group and inform ongoing 
activities 
 

Groundwork offices, Lower 
Clapton 

5 people attended 

22.6 Promotion of project in 
Hackney Today and through 
posters 

Inform local people about the project. 
Promote 1st stage of consultation.  
 

Hackney Today advert 
Park notice boards  
Organisations and businesses 
surrounding park  
 

250 posters distributed 

22.6 Provision of survey online 
and hard copies  

Enable feedback from community on ideas for play space 
in park 

 Online survey  
1000 survey copies printed 

23.6- 
17.7 

Exhibition and survey postal 
boxes  

Encourage feedback from park and library users Stamford Hill Library and 
Springfield park café 
 

52 surveys completed 
 

27.6 
 
11-5pm 

Park consultation event Encourage feedback from park users  
Give users opportunity to speak in more detail to GWL 
staff about their opinions for the play space and remit of 
consultation. 
 

Springfield park  100 surveys completed 
 

29.6 
12.30-
2pm 

Focus group held at 
Stamford Hill community 
centre for Jewish mothers 

Ensure representation of Jewish Community in 
consultation and have a deeper conversation with them 
about play 
 

Brenner Community Centre, 
Stamford Hill 

8 women attended 

1.7 
12.00- 
5.45 pm 
 

Drop in consultation event  GWKL spoke to users at the library and invited them to 
complete a questionnaire. 

Stamford hill library 48 surveys completed 
 

7.7 
10.30-
12pm 

Meeting with English 
Heritage (EH) 

Professional advice on heritage implications of proposals Springfield Park Awaiting letter from EH with 
advice 

9.7  Distribution of surveys to 
local households 
surrounding Springfield Park 

Encourage feedback from non-users and local residents Surveys delivered to Spring 
Hill, Lingwood Road, Ashtead 
Road, Overlea Road, Clapton 
common, Webb Estate, 
Fawcett Estate, Yetev Lev Crt, 
Springfield, (inc Lea View 
house), Big Hill, Jessam 
Avenue, Big Hill (inc High hill 
Estate), Harrington Hill.  
 

1100 paper surveys distributed  

5.8  Youth Workshop  Focus group to enable local young people to have their 
say about play in the park 

Harrington Hill Estate 14 young people participated 
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Consultation results 
 
Survey findings 
 
345 surveys were completed  
during phase 1 of the consultation.   
 
Who we surveyed 
 
263 respondents have children,  
the majority of these under age 10. 
 
225 respondents were female. 
 
77% reported living in postcode areas N16 or E5.   
After that the most common postcode areas  
reported were N17 and N15. 
 
61% said they use the park  
from 2 to 4 times per week. 
 
33% either don’t use the park or use it up to once a week. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Proposed location 
 
Andecdotal evidence and visits to the park showed that the 
proposed site is currently well used by families (particularly 
trim trail and logs).   
 
Although we did not ask questions regarding the proposed 
site, suggestions given in the survey regarding the proposed 
site focused on the: 

·  priority to reinstate Big Hill playground  
·  negative visual impact on current view through to the 

river Lea 
·  importance of maintaining the natural feel of the park 

(not brightly coloured) 
·  importance of not detracting children from the 

playability of trees and nature. 
·  opportunity to ‘spread’ play throughout the park 

 
Open and Enclosed / Abilities and Ages 
 
65% agreed or strongly agreed that the play space should be 
enclosed, compared to 38% agreeing or strongly agreeing that 
the space should remain open. 
 
70% agreed or strongly agreed that play should be a 
combination of integrating into the landscape and provision of 
individual play structures.  
 
Over 85% agreed or strongly agreed that play features should 
be for a range of ages and physically abilities.   
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Additional qualitative comments showed that preference for a 
closed space is mainly due to safety issues of parents – the 
most commonly mentioned being dogs. Some concerns were 
also raised about how older and younger children could share 
spaces effectively. 
 
Themes 
 
The most popular theme for play was nautical (48%) followed 
closely by ecological (38%). 
 
Water features were frequent suggestions such as a water 
pump, fountain, stream or pool.  The importance of using 
natural materials in keeping with the environment was 
repeatedly suggested with a desire to provide opportunities for 
children to have fun, adventure and use their imagination.  
However there was also a strong voice for ‘traditional’ play 
such as swings and slides. 
 
Respondents offered a range of additional theme ideas, which 
can be found in the appendix. 
 
Activities 
 
Over 50% of respondents rated ‘Swinging’, ‘sliding’, ‘jumping’, 
‘sheltering’ and ‘bouncing’ as very important activities. 
 
‘68% rated ‘sitting’ as a very important activity and there were 
many additional comments about the need to provide benches 
for parents and carers. 
 
 

 
Materials 
 
The most popular material was rubber, which from additional 
comments, seemed to be chosen as this was a material that 
adults were most aware of and felt to be safe for children to fall 
on. 
 
Second most popular were tree trunks and logs.  This was 
followed by water, rope and soft sand.  Concrete and loose 
gravel were least popular. 
 
Other 
 
Most frequently reported additional comments were: 

·  Need for toilets 
·  Dog free 
·  Shelter 
·  Separate area for bikes 
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Stakeholder Meeting June 2009 
 
The stakeholder group was set up with the objectives to: 
 

• Represent different community interests 
• Advise on local community groups to engage with 
• Advise on consultation materials where possible as 

well as design 
• Support the promotion of the consultation and 

engagement activities 
• Approve key stages of the project  
• Provide particular areas of expertise 

 
The aim of the first meeting was to introduce the project and 
Groundwork and gain feedback from the group on proposals. 
 
Of the 8 groups invited, 4 attended: 
 
Jane Perrott, Glyn Harries - Springfield Park Users Group 
Councillor Michael Levy 
Mrs Rokah - Resident 
Abu Ghanti – Cricket Club 
Steve Lemon – LBH Parks Department 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Key issues raised were: 
 

1. Dissatisfaction with previous LBH survey (2008) where 
the results showed a preference for the proposed site.  
It was claimed that there were not enough alternative 
options presented at that consultation and therefore 
results were flawed. 

 
2. Desire to improve play opportunities for children in the 

park. 
 
3. Dissatisfaction and lack of clarity around proposals to 

reinstate the playground in Big Hill.  This was seen as 
a priority by the group.   

 
4. Concerns around proposed site regarding loss of 

natural habitat; existing trim trail and logs; proximity to 
cricket; access; use by dogs and lighting 

 
5. Frustration around tight timescale of project and 

consultation during summer holidays which may mean 
lower participation. 

 
6. Interest in natural play but lack of clarity about how this 

might work in the proposed site. 
 
The full minutes of the meeting can be found in the 
appendices of this report. 
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Focus Group for Jewish women 
 
GWK worked in partnership with the Interlink Foundation in 
Stamford Hill, a second-tier organisation supporting the 
Orthodox Jewish voluntary sector.  Interlink sent open invites 
to local Jewish residents to take part in a focus group session. 
They advised GWK that the groups should be held in single 
sex groups and that it would be best to run a female group as 
they were the audience who were most likely to engage with 
us on this subject matter.  
 
8 people took part in the focus group session. The session 
was run using a ‘community café’ consultation technique in 
which participants sat around tables discussing questions 
posed by the facilitator which were written on a table cloth.  
 
Participants had the opportunity to discuss 
their views and write suggestions. In 
addition the women were asked to 
complete an individual survey and many 
took additional surveys home with them 
for their husbands, family and friends to 
complete.  
 
Key issues discussed:  
 
How much risk is acceptable?   
The group felt that as long as the 
playground met with safety standards and 
that the play features were appropriate for 
the age range they would be satisfied with 
different levels of risk to stimulate play. 
They said that their perceptions of safety 

and risk were not influenced from a religious perspective but 
from a mothers’ perspective.  
 
Are there any issues which need to be taken into 
consideration when designing play spaces that Jewis h 
children may use ?  
The issue of dogs was discussed and the group reported that 
many Jewish children and families in the area have a fear of 
dogs and that this was born out of not having pets and passed 
down from parents who also felt unsafe around dogs. For this 
reason they felt it was important to them that the play space 
was enclosed in some way to ensure families felt safe enough 
to play there. Other suggestions included having play wardens 
to keep dogs out of the space.  
 

Can the play space still be accessible and safe 
without fencing it off?   
While the group felt an enclosed space didn’t need 
to be achieved through traditional fencing they felt 
some form of enclosure was extremely important.  
They suggested that it could be made from natural 
materials or hedges or even thought about how 
the design could stop dogs entering the play 
space. Other suggestions were to position any 
play provision aimed at younger children inside 
the play provision aimed at older children.  
 
Are there any other important design ideas 
that need to be addressed? 
The group felt that seating and picnic spaces 
would be good but that any picnic provision should 
be kept at a distance from the play provision. Also, 
it was suggested that if picnic areas were put in  
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there would be a need for dustbins in the space too.  
 
 
Other issues 
 
Natural Play-  The group felt that while they saw the benefit of 
natural play fitting in with the natural surroundings of the park 
they felt their children would prefer equipment to be dynamic 
and functional. They liked the traditional swings and also 
newer play equipment which moved around (as opposed to 
static items such as stepping stones). 
 
Surface-  Turf was brought up on many occasions as being the 
most suitable landing surface, however the group were divided 
about sand. Some felt sand was a fun playable surface but 
others felt that if the space was not enclosed it would be 
‘unhygienic’.  
 
Location- No-one was opposed to the location of the 
proposed play space area but felt that it would be better 
served if there was more direct access from the canal path. It 
was also mentioned that as there was water on the other side 
of the fence that the entrance must be one which was secure 
to ensure children don’t exit the park, and particularly if there 
was an absence of ‘traditional’ fencing around the play space.  
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Young people’s consultation 
 
GWL ran a workshop with 14 young people aged 8-14 from 
Harrington Hill Estate on play in Springfield Park.  
 
11 young people said they used the park frequently for play 
which included: 

·  Football 
·  Running  
·  Playing on trim and trial 
·  Picnics 
·  Climbing trees 

 
When asked what type of play the children 
would like the most popular were slides, swings 
and swimming pool.  They also included: 

·  Motor bike on springs 
·  Monkey Bars 
·  Water Fountain  
·  Seesaws  

 
The words used when asked what play meant to 
them were:  

·  Messy, Getting dirty, Muddy, Mud slashing  
·  Sweaty, Training 
·  Running, Skipping, Swinging, Digging  
·  Shade 
·  Excitement, Having fun, Dangerous 
·  Doing activities, Solving puzzles, Mazes, 

Obstacles 
·  Shouting, Screaming, Noisy 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
When asked to rate the following 
elements in terms of importance 
the young people came up with 
the following: 
 
 

1. Water  
2. Trees and plants 
3. Bushes (for shade) 
4. Sand 
5. Wood 
6. Stones 
7. Grass 

 
 
In addition to this as part of the 
workshop the young people 
designed their ideal play spaces 
(see example photo on left).   
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Recommendations 
 
Addressing consultation findings in line with Play 
England design guidelines  
 
We have considered the consultation feedback and 
incorporated our proposed approach to the design under the 
following headings from the Play England Design Guidelines, 
indicating what we will do to address each one in the process 
of designing a new play area for Springfield Park. 
 

·  Are bespoke 
 
There was much support from consultation and 
engagement activities for bespoke and unique play 
features. People understood the importance and special 
nature of Springfield Park and understood that the design 
of the play facility should be appropriate to its setting. We 
therefore will be considering using natural materials and a 
bespoke design and layout that is unique to Springfield 
Park. We will match design of bespoke play features to 
available budget and ensure that simplicity, durability and 
security are key aspects of bespoke elements. We will 
ensure that we take our influences directly for the unique 
landscape and history of the park in our design. 
 
·  Are well located 
 
The emerging preference for a combination of play 
activities that are integrated into the surrounding 
landscape, as well as designed feature play structures 
allows us to consider a wide range of options that provide 
both enclosed and more open facilities. We will also 

explore options to have play situated in different areas 
within the agreed active zone of the tennis courts, trim trail 
area, not just a traditional ‘central’ enclosed area on the 
proposed site, thus allowing opportunity for movement and 
integration into the park as part of a wider spatial planning 
exercise. This means that we can consider issues relating 
to accessibility, visual integration and setting, and 
connectivity to other spaces and places both inside and 
outside of the park boundary. We will also explore options 
to have play situated in different areas. 
 
·  Should make use of natural elements 

 
Consultation showed that there was strong support for use 
of natural materials so long as they were maintained and 
protected from contamination. We have considered other 
natural play areas in the Borough that have used sand and 
timber for example, and the results so far have been 
extremely positive. We propose taking all required 
precautions against contamination and at the same time 
working to bring materials that are suited to the setting of 
Springfield’s unique landscape. We will consider use of 
vegetation as a playful resource as well a strong 
landscape feature to link zones together; take influence 
from the park’s existing and historical landscape and be 
responsive to the ground conditions as we find them. 
Planting can also be used as an effective and practical 
way of screening zones and creating boundaries. There 
are many historic and natural sources of inspiration in and 
around Springfield Park - gravels, springs, plant material, 
industrial heritage, planting, water, Vikings, and so on. This 
objective is one that would be coupled with the objective 
for design for children of all ages and access for all abilities 
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·  Provide a wide range of play experiences 
 
Location of the new play facility has been a critical issue in 
the consultation discussions and feedback. This, coupled 
with the desire to allow a range of play experiences will 
determine if we actually need to retain the play area in one 
location only or if we can take play to a number of nearby 
sites in the locality. This would provide a variety in 
experience and possibly reduce the impact visually and 
physically from locating it in one specific zone. We will 
consider the flow of the play experience and ensure that 
we cover a range of activities from active and challenging 
through to low key and focused.  This will offer greater 
scope for movement and activity. The play features will be 
selected to link into the current theme of movement and 
activity already available in the timber play trail that exists 
on site. 
 
·  Be accessible to both disabled & non- disabled 

children 
 
We see accessibility as a key issue in the design of all 
open spaces and will consider ensuring accessibility for all 
through our choice of materials, equipment, gradient and 
surfacing. We will also consider the connectivity of the 
location of the play area within the park to explore how we 
can situate the facilities where access is good from the 
outside of the park. This may well mean exploring 
reopening entrances on site boundaries. 
 
 
 
 

·  Meet community needs 
 
The consultation evidence demonstrates how we have 
taken the engagement process forward with local people 
and how we have listened and recorded their ambitions, 
hopes and concerns of how the play area can be 
developed. We will continue to address community needs 
throughout the design and implementation process in a 
creative, reasoned and practical way. 
 
·  Allow children of different ages to play together 
 
Our brief was to design a play area specifically for the 8 – 
13 year age group. However there is scope for ensuring 
younger children have play opportunities as well. This is 
something we will be conscious of when developing the 
design proposals. This may mean incorporating non 
specific age and ability zones, incorporating fall height 
restrictions and standard safety precautions to ensure 
smaller children are protected should they use the 
facilities. 
 
·  Build in opportunities to experience risk and 

challenge 
 
This was a key factor in our consultation.  There has been 
support from local groups and individuals so long as the 
risks are mitigated through following correct procedures. 
This will allow us greater scope to present playful features 
for children from a range of backgrounds and cultural 
beliefs, without the concern of alienating specific groups. 
We will ensure that some play features carry risk, allowing 
use of full range of skills, the possibility to challenge both 
physically and psychologically. 
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·  Are sustainable and appropriately maintained 
 
Use of natural locally sourced materials or materials that 
are recycled and reflect the site’s history will be chosen. 
We will work with and incorporate found materials and 
features into the design and layout of the play area. We 
will need to ensure that peoples’ concerns are considered 
from a long term maintenance point of view. We will 
coordinate the proposals with the council maintenance 
team to ensure they are aware of implications and can take 
appropriate measures to ensure team will maintain the 
improvements to required standards. 
 
·  Allow for change and evolution 
 
Simple surfaces such as sand and play mulch provide 
flexibility that can accommodate change.  This does not 
come with use of inflexible, hard surfaces such as wet pour 
rubber safety surfacing or tarmac. Likewise grit, self 
binding gravel and non rigid surfaces bring flexibility that 
would not come with concrete or resin bound gravel.  
 
We can also use rubber safety matting with natural grass 
that is flexible, can be moved and/or lifted.  Materials and 
features selected will be chosen for durability and off-the-
peg materials will come with standard guarantees. 
Spreading the designed footprint to an area wider than one 
specific point in the park can provide opportunities to 
develop future links to other spaces and developments in 
the park. 
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Next Steps 
 
Taking into account the consultation findings and the project 
remit, the next steps are to create sketch proposals for the 
play improvements in the park. 
 
These will then be taken back to the community for feedback – 
Consultation Phase 2. 
 
The Groundwork London team will create various opportunities 
for feedback where they will exhibit consultation results and 
sketch proposals for comment: 
 
25-29th August 2-6pm at the White Lodge, Springfield Park 
6th September 2-6pm at the White Lodge, Springfield Pa rk 
27th September 6.30-8.30pm at Lea View Community Hall 
 
There will also be an opportunity to view results and proposals 
and comment online at: 
 
www.groundwork-london.org.uk/springfieldpark 
 
An ad in Hackney Today will advertise the ongoing 
consultation in addition to posters put up in local housing 
estates, organisations, schools, businesses and the park.   We 
will also contact all respondents who left their details at phase 
1 consultation and invite them to contribute.  
 
Results from Phase 2 will feed into a final design, which will be 
presented to the community in the autumn. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information about this report  
or the consultation please contact: 

  
Naomi Pietersen, Community Team Manager 

Groundwork London 
naomi.pietersen@groundwork.org.uk   

Tel:  02089851755 
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Appendix 
 
Page 14 Survey results 
Page 38 About respondents 
Page 40 Minutes of first stakeholder meeting 
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Survey results 
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Please give us your opinion on the use of these mat erials in Springfield Park play space,  
assuming that they are kept clean and well maintain ed?  
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Play spaces can reflect the history or surroundings  of the area.  
What type of theme do you think the play space in S pringfield Park should have? 
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Other ideas for themes? 
 
a forest looking trailway 
A mixture 
A play area with lots of activities for kids ie, swings, climbing frames, slides 
A spacious place to ride bikes and a animals enclosure which you could look round at them  
Airport / Airplanes 
Anything which keeps the children happy and occupied will serve a purpose. 
As a playground for children the theme should be something that would engage imaginative play 
basketball court / volleyball court / table tennis etc... Soft toy area, bouncy castles... 
Cultural history, change in use over time 
 
Farm 
Farm animals theme 
 
Good old fashioned fun, combining functional play with natural surroundings.  
Good old fashioned playground 
 
I don’t think that a theme is necessarily important due to the beautiful setting of the park andclose proximity to the canal. 
I would love to see a water pump in the area with large boulders, plants and bushes 
Ice-cream and somewhere you can pay to rent a water pistol to squirt water at people. 
Integrate use of grasslands with water (canal) sort of graduated assault course for children /teenagers adults (structured) 
It could tell the history behind springfield park. 
Logs, sand 
 
Medieval Castle 
Medieval Castle 
 
Needs to be thought about a whole lot more than this closed option tick box allows. For example anything industrial should refer 
specifically to lea based industry not railways 
Olympics, community cohesion 
Pirates, Fairyland (Treehouses), Safari 
Pool 
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Skateable wood and ramp hills 
Sport, cricket, football or motor racing 
Takes away from main playing value 
THE MAIN FOCUS SHOULD BE VALUE FOR MONEY ON PLAY ITEMS 
 
The most important thing is that the playground provide hours of play. Parks with a theme are more limited in the sort of play and are 
generally more appropriate for younger children. We need an adventure playground for our kids 8-14 yrs. 
The Peter Pan playground at the Hyde Park is terrific. 
The rubbery safety surface around the play areas so that if the children fall they will not hurt themselves. 
The tropical greenhouse and fish pond were GREAT . Could it be resurrected ? 
This could be a unique chance to introduce young ethnicity kids to wildlife and indigenous animals. Outside of a zoo situation. So 
maybe a workshop to study insects. rabbits, chickens etc 
 
Water, accentuate the springs factor of Springfield park, play fountain, jets 
Water, canals, travel, barges, canoe, lougboat (a 1000 yr old one was found very close to the play area which could be replicated-
see hackney museum 
 
What @ Olympics 
What about something reflecting the 'springs' of Springfield park? Water-play, fountains, a duck pond (with duck home?) etc. 
wooden park theme (similar to the one at stoke newington common) would fit in well with the current obstacle course you have there 
 
 
MINITURE MODELS OF REFLECTIVE HISTORY EG, MINITURE MODEL OF THE TOWN HALL 
A variety of themes can co-exist- for me they should connect with nature and should be 'rustic' as well as smart- easy to use and feel 
comfortable with 
Children enjoy high quality, bright play equipment. If a theme can be introduced at no cost, that’s okay. But resources should not be 
wasted on a theme 
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Does your family have access needs which should be taken into account?  
If yes, what are your requirements? 
 
A buggy should be able to enter the enclosed area  
Buggies.  
Just needs buggy access plus double buggies for twins  
RAMP FOR BIKES AND BUGGIES AND WHEELCHAIRS  
Pushchair access 
Disability for my mum, park closer to the entrance so my mum can walk it. 
For buggies 
Comfortable access for double buggies. 
 
Toilets for children, toddlers, disabled children is a must. 
Toilets for the children 
Toilets for children and disabled children 
Toilets for both children and disabled children 
Toilets for the children 
 
Bike space area for the children. 
Separate closed area so the children can bike ride. 
 
Safer crossing on Clapton common 
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Please tell us about any other suggestions you have  for a play space in Springfield Park 
 
Security: 
 
No Riff Raff PLEASE!!  
We need police around than park a lot of drugs and dangerous dogs  
Park wardens  
Security guards to protect the ducks and animals.  
There is nothing about the place being secured. Will the play areas have guards to look after the young ones.  
Secure controlled play area for all ages-similar to the one in Crowland Rd and lordship park  
security during daytime, 24hr CCTV, 
Better policing. That should be change to essential policing. Fresh ideas that do not disturb tranquility 
Wardens? Park ranger? 
Perhaps enclosed area with supervised entry to protect younger children as some activities older kids can be done outside but still be 
motivated by (staff?) or parents.  
IT SHOULD BE WELL FURNISHED FOR CHILDREN TO PLAY, BUT IT SHOULD BE SUPERVISED BY 1 OR 2 PEOPLE ON 
BIKES, SO THAT NO DAMAGE SHOULD BE DONE TO THE PLAY FURNITURE. 
I feel that it needs to be supervised to make sure age app use it to the full  
Maintaining the park and safety Security and how they petrol the park and deal with litter  
Make us feel safer by providing more members of staff with uniform strolling around the park to make it difficult for others to do 
mischief.  
More security guards so will feel safer. More cctv cameras.  
MORE SECURITY MEMBERS AND CAMERAS  
More security members around the area in order to feel safer or/and CCTV cameras (24hrs) cameras  
There should be security all over. There should cctv cameras.  
There should be an attendant in the play area at all times with a first aid nurse available to attend to anyone’s needs. 

 
Dogs/ toilet facilities/ seating/ shelter 
 
We need plenty of benches in the play area. 
We need plenty of benches in the play area. 
Plenty of benches to sit in the play area. 
Plenty of benches so we can sit. 
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Plenty of benches to sit. 
Plenty of benches to sit down in the play area. 
Plenty of benches to sit in the play area. 
Please make sure we have plenty of benches to sit down. 
Please let us have plenty of benches to sit down fro carers parents usually busy times of the year, holidays, weekends the park is 
filled. 
Just to mention. Plenty benches for sitting. Busy times of the year there is never enough space.  
Plenty benches to sit around in play space are, busy times holiday, weekends etc, we never have nowhere to sit down special with 
children with special needs.  
We need a lot of benches in the park, for parents, carers, babysitters, grandparents, because busy times of the year is very full the 
park. Bike riding area closed special for children because it is very good and safe for the kids to ride their bikes.  
Plenty benches around in the play area because busy times of the year holiday weekend, is never enough space to sit for carers, 
babysitters, parents, grandparents. 
Plenty benches around the play area, for carers, grandparents, babysitters, and parents. Busy times of the year it is full of people the 
park, and there is unfortunately not enough space to sit down. 
Plenty benches to sit down, because usually busy times of the year weekends holidays etc it is never enough benches for 
grandparents looking after grandchildren, parents, babysitters 
PLACES FOR MOTHERS TO SIT AND WATCH AND TALK  
Comfortable access for double buggies. 
There should be place for buggies in the playground.  
No Dogs Allowed!! 
Dog Free 
It should be closed in that no dogs have access. 
Must exclude dogs completely  
Dogs should be on leads beside in certain enclosed areas.  
Dog free area-strongly agree Sand carries lice. Loose stone can be thrown Teenage area-keep off streets.  
We have dogs and we are well aware that OTHER dog’s owners do not clean up after their dogs. We think a more firm approach to 
owners' responsibilities is needed. There is lots of bread left around the park and this is also something that should be tackled.  
The playing area should be a no dog area.  
No dogs allowed in the playground.  
Dog toilet at each gate compulsory to run dog, its very heavy fines for people who do not pick up their dog mess  
No dogs allowed in the play space please. Perhaps do something like Growland Park ie, the way the play space has been renovated 
there the children love the spinning wheel and especially the swings and slides.  
A big sign proclaiming no entry to dogs and no violent behavior allowed!  
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No dogs allowed in play area  
No dogs allowed/dog toilet area. More drinking fountains Tunnels and areas to crawl through  
No dogs should be allowed in please.  
Dogs should be kept on lead in play surrounding area. Thank you.  
Dogs shouldn’t be allowed in the play area. Teens shouldn’t be disturbing and frightening the kids.  
Enclosed areas enable parents to relax and socialise knowing that their children are within sight. Make sure dogs can’t get in 
(fouling). Lots of litter bins NOT situated next to benches, (not a pleasant sitting experience).  
If you enclose the play area it becomes a safer area for the children playing with regards to bicycles and dogs.  
 
Sheltering for rainy weather we should be able to stay in the park maybe with benches to sit down and be able to eat supper and play 
a game.  
There should be adult and children’s toilets’ regularly cleaned in the play area otherwise the kids will do it on the grass. My 
grandchildren use the park frequently.  
Sheltering for rainy weather with benches. An area for bike rides for children of all ages, with benches at the side so parents can 
watch their children.  
Sheltering for rainy weather with benches. Bike riding area only for bikes otherwise children ride their bikes in the playground, minor 
accidents happened in the past. If the bike riding area could be close to the playground and be an enclosed area.  
Sheltering for rainy weather with benches.  
Really feel that it is important that there is plenty of shade so that small babies, children and parents can have relief from the sun.  
 
Also toilets for the children. 
Toilets for the children. 
Toilets for children very important next to the playground. Sheltering with benches by the playground would be very useful.  
Toilets for the children. Sheltering for rain.  
Toilets for the public next to the playground. For rainy weather sheltering with benches to be able to do picnicking.  
Toilets for the public next to the playground. Sheltering for rainy weather 
We should be able to have benches to sit with sheltering for rainy weather next to the playground, to be able to stay in park for short 
rain showers. Toilets for children very important.  
Water! Angle Natural shade Seating and picnicking area-recycling bins nearby  
Public Toilets  
WC, Toilets, adults and children very important. Sheltering for rainy weather with benches to sit would be very appreciated.  
Please kindly build public toilets. Please kindly give sheltering to sit down whilst raining.  
Please make sure that we have toilet for adults and children next to the playground. Sheltering for rainy weather with benches. 
Please we would like a toilet for the children next to the playground. Shelter with benches for rainy weather.  
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Please we would love to have access to toilets next to the playground for children. Sheltering with benches for rainy weather.  
I think toilets should be provided and a source of drinking water  
Toilets please very important. 
 
 
I strongly suggest an enclosed playground for safety and play equipment suitable for toddlers as well. Additionally putting many 
benches in the playground makes it more comfortable for adults supervising.  
Allow for club use a pavilion or shelter. Toilets and changing facility  
I think the ideal place for a children's playground would be where the bowling green is. As this is not now being used. The area is 
enclosed and there would be facilities for baby changing in the hut that is there.  
I think it is important it caters for all ages of children. I think it will be very popular so a reasonable size and plenty of things to do. The 
one Greenwich park is excellent. Enclosed would be good as it would keep dogs and older kids out. Really pleased to hear about this 
look forward to seeing it.  
I would even suggest that we should put some money so it should be safe. The public toilets for example in Stamford hill opposite 
Somerfield, there is toilets and we have to insert money the door should open up. Plenty benches in the park. 
It would be a good idea if part of it is built indoors maybe in a big shed with soft play inside for children to play on rainy days. There 
should be place for parents to sit and watch the kids. And maybe a toilet area nearby for kids.  

 
 
 
Big Hill / location  
 
I understand that there is a proposed to return the old playground on the nw side of big hill to this use. It is at the moment used as a 
school in porta-cabins. This is one further option. It must be clearly limited with the rest of the park over the present bund or move the 
allotments to where/watch the se using the bunt out 1'oclock club and the underused playspace for the disabled, then put a play 
space in the space where the allotments were. Make this more accessible to the park by renewing the fence between the park and 
the riverside park.   
 
I have not filled in the previous questions in this survey because the positioning of the playground next to the tennis court is wrong 
and in direct conflict with previous promises from hackney council to restore the playground on the big hill site. It makes no sense to 
use public money to fund both the big hill site as well as a second playground just 250 metres away. 
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I urge you to reconsider this proposal and instead redirect energies and funds into reinstating the much-missed and long-promised 
playground at Big Hill. If the Big Hill site is not restored it is my belief that the local community will have suffered a major injustice. 
Although I have no children, I live on an estate on Big Hill with no play provision and lots of small children living on it. We feel very 
strongly on the estate that the land previously taken from Springfield Park, on Big Hill, should be returned and returned to a play 
space as it used to be. The local children deserve this. It has been promised that this land will be returned. We feel it is vital that the 
new playspace is located there. The current trail next to the tennis courts is a great small play space in the park and should not be 
taken over by the new playspace - apart from anything this is a complete waste of money and would change the look of the park.   
 
This is a shame as we had a perfectly good children's playground behind the hill by Big Hill / Holmbury View. This Metropolitan land 
has been illegally occupied by a local community, and our inept, spineless, bent council can do nothing to reclaim the land back.   
 
Most importantly WE WANT BIG HILL PLAYGROUND BACK!  
 
This play space should be reinstated in the Big Hill play site which is currently being illegally occupied by the current occupants. This 
particular site is extremely close to all the adjoining estates and local schools and nurseries.  
 
I would like to see the former playground brought back into use on the site now occupied by Side by Side. The former playground sits 
within a much built up area which comprises of a number of housing estates (i.e. Harrington House, Lea House, Ferry House, Ivy 
House, Hill House, Leaside House and Valley House on Harrington Hill and Big Hill alone) with over 400 households, most of which 
includes young children and teenagers who are currently being deprived of a designated area to play near their homes. There are 
also a number of street properties run by Newlon Housing Association and others in both the neighboring and surrounding streets i.e. 
Holmbury View, Springfield, and Springfield Gardens which also have children, that aren’t included in the figure above. The children 
who live on the estates have no where to play other than in the roads, pavements or on the balconies themselves. As the courtyards 
which would have been traditionally used as play areas, have now been converted into car parks. Thus depriving a large number of 
young children of a safe area to play near their homes or within the immediate vicinity where parents would feel comfortable about 
sending their children with an older friend/sibling or even alone. Therefore, it is imperative that we have the play area re-instated in its 
original location to serve the immediate community which is in serious need of a play area close to their homes which they could 
either attend with parents or independently with friends. I feel that the suggested location near the cricket ground is not very 
accessible to those living in the immediate area and it is much further away.   
 
I want big hill playground back first. There is no need for a 2nd playground and definitely not on the piece of land by tennis courts. 
This is a lovely area where we picnic and play ball games we do not want more play equipment we have a lovely wooden things 
there this is a concrete waste of money  
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I want the Big Hill playground back. I like playing football on the other place near the tennis courts. I like the trimtrail too and i don’t 
want to have the playground by the tennis courts. I want a big playground with slides not a new one. I haven’t played on the Big Hill 
playground since i was 2 and i want that playground back.  
 
I am not happy that the current playground, which is being occupied by a private organisation is not being considered for 
redevelopment. The current occupiers are well overdue their promise to vacate last March. The space they are using is perfect for a 
playground and will not spoil the wonderful views of the river by placing a playground near the tennis courts. Also the current trail, by 
the tennis courts, is very popular.  
I don't agree that siting the play space next to the tennis courts is appropriate. It will detract from the views across the river lea, and 
detract from the landscape of the park. Children will be at risk when the cricket pitch is in use. I also understand there is another site 
which could be used which is currently occupied (but which should be vacated). Also there is a large derelict space vacant at the site 
of the old one o'clock club. Why not use either of these.???  
 
I think the CBA should concentrate on re-opening the closed playground and the 1 o'clock club. I totally relied on them when my 
children were younger. I think that its a crying shame that the public been denied access to these for so long.  
I think the current green gym should remain in situ and the new playground should be sited on the old site which has been squatted 
for years. The old site has the benefit of being closer to the large estate on Harrington Hill and the resident children would be able to 
go there and make go use of it.  
I think the current green gym should remain in situ and the new playground should be sited on the old site which has been squatted 
for years. The old site has the benefit of being closer to the large estate on Harrington Hill and the resident children would be able to 
go there and make go use of it.  
 
Please do not build too close to Big Hill site as this will be reopened soon. Also to not build on any exiting grass land as wee have 
had too much development already.  
 
Please do not build too close to Big Hill site as this will be reopened soon. Also to not build on any exiting grass land as wee have 
had too much development already.  
 
The stolen play area in Big Hill NEEDS TO BE RESTORED. This survey should not be proposing a new space in an area used for 
other recreational purposes, especially when there is already a perfectly good space that has been illegally occupied. This land 
needs to be taken back. Springfield Park does not have many flat spaces for football, etc.,and the proposed area would 
unnecessarily reduce this further. I used to take my little brother to the old playground regularly, and have not been able to do so for 
some time now. I demand the restoration of the ground.  
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This area near the tennis court is not suitable for a playground. The main park playground should be rebuilt on the big hill site, as 
promised for years by the council. Building any sort of playground by the tennis courts would be a total waste of tax payers money 
and give the council an excuse to sell-off/give away the existing wonderful playground site at big hill. Give us our playground back! 
We play games eg football, frisby on the proposed site the only flat space at the bottom of the park. And also a playground would ruin 
the vista/look and feel of the area near the tennis courts. Disgraceful there's no mention of big hill playground in this 'survey'. My 
son's not played there since he was 2- he's 9 now.  
 
I have concerns over the chosen site for this project. There has been a long-standing promise to create a children's play area at the 
top of the hill. This is a better site for it. Having it close to the tennis courts and cricket pitch as proposed here, would create potential 
conflict between users and a possible risk of small children being hit by balls. I would also worry about the aesthetic impact the 
proposed new playground would have on the view across the Lee Valley that Springfield is famous for. Whatever is created should 
sit comfortably in the existing park and natural surroundings.  
 
I’m concern that building a large play area next to the tennis court will spoil the look of the park and destruct the open space already 
there. The existing obstacle course are very popular with children and the park already have a lot of things for kids like climbing trees 
and hide and seek etc. What has happened to the proposal to rebuild the playground on the big hill site? If a new one is going to be 
built then i think the most important thing is to integrate it visually, wood not metal.  
 
Bring back the 1'oclock club 
 
By the cafe is better.  
 
Please can it be situated close to Spring Hill.  
 
It should be spread across the whole park instead of being confined to one site that already works organically   

 
 
Age range/access 
 
Soft rolling area for babies (sheltered)  
 
It should be split into age appropriate play area eg: under 5's only play area.  
Separate sections for under 8's and over 8's. Crawling tunnels.  
Separate for different ages Closed with gates No dogs  
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To be safe for toddlers in a specified area without big drops which they can fall from  
It would be ideal to have 2 separate areas: one for younger children’s (under 7's) near the tennis courts which could be a 
conventional playground enclosed so toddlers wonder freely. And another for over 8's in the style of a woodland adventure area with 
timber, logs, chains etc in the wooded area.  
I think young children 0-5 play area should be gated and placed near but away from older children’s play area. 
Separate areas for toddlers, kids and teenagers to avoid bullying 
There should be a separate toddler area. Swing, slides and playhouse most important. Fenced in to be safe 
2 separate playground for range of different ages.  
Please make separate spaces for the very young (0-3 yrs) vs older (3-6) vs older still 7+  
An enclosed play area for toddlers an a open one for older children  
There should be clearly delineated spaces for different age groups   
It might be a good idea to have 2 play areas or to split it up in 2, according to the different age groups. I find it very stressful when my 
4 year old twins want to go on the things which are for older kids.  
Please separate the younger play area from the older as bulling might take place thanks. 
 
Shaded picnic areas are excellent for younger babies to rest whilst their older siblings are playing.  
Where there are swings placed that area should be gated securely so other young children don’t run in front of swinging swings 
 
It should be politically correct i.e., open to all ages. There should be something for everybody, including myself an old age pensioner. 
I do not mean ONE THING for all- I mean some things should be available to all ages-obviously very small children have their own 
appropriate needs- so does everybody. Children should be able to see their parents and grandparents exercising and playing, so that 
they learn early on, that exercise is for life-so is fun. Retired local secondary/primary school teacher 1969-1989 
 
It should have activities for all age groups not just for one. It should also have easy access for special needs children even if there is 
only a couple cause they have the rights to play as well.  
Geared for children in a wide range of ages. Fenced/protected area a vital factor  
I think the play structure should be accessible for young people of all abilities.  
 
An area within the play area, where very young kids could play some kind of competitive sport eg, mini-tennis  
 
Combination of outdoor and indoor. The indoor including a soft play area and bouncy castles. 
 
I wish you would put in the new play area helter-skelter slide. Could you put a closed-off area with equipment for the little children 
please. Then can you provide for the 14+. I find in parks there is very little for teenagers 14 years +to do. My daughter would like 
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climbing, balancing, zip- where you push yourself off and sit on a small seat and whizz across from one place to another. Usually y 
the zips cater for under 14s. She would like to build up a skill.  
Often a themed playground loses out on its score. They usually only occupy 3-5 yrs and don’t keep the children occupied long. We 
need play toys for all ages-ensuring the older ages have a satisfactory stimulation playground where they can let off steam. You can 
put on the turf activities to do like hopscotch.  
 
Older children are often overlooked in public spaces; often they are considered an inconvenience eg 12-16 yr olds. At this age you 
are neither a child nor an adult. I would like to see this age group encourage to use public spaces in a positive way and not 
discourage and viewed as anti-social or a nuisance. How you do this I’m not sure!!!  
 
Should not be attractive to teens and above, should be specifically designed as a safe and playful area for young children, w/o 
attracting wildness violence or bullying. Should be dog free.  
 

 
 
Bikes 
 
Children bicycle track  
Social area for bike riding for the children because it is not safe riding bikes in the play area. 
A separate closed area for bike riding for the children. 
Separate closed area for riding bikes. 
Separate closed area for children to ride their bikes. 
Separate area for the children to ride their bikes. 
A separate space for bike riding for the children 
A space area special for bike riding as the children like to take their bikes to the park-the play area is not safe to ride their bikes 
The children use their bikes in the park. We would like to see some areas where the children can ride their bikes, but it should be a 
closed area and closed to the playground.  
We would like to have bike riding space for the children they bring their bikes to the park and ride their bikes in the playground and it 
is not safe with children who are playing.  
Bike riding area next to the playground for the children would be a very good idea which we would like to see otherwise children ride 
their bikes in the playground, it gets too busy and it wouldn’t be safe. 
He takes his bike to the park, but us I have to run after him it would be convenience to have a closed area for riding, and also, so will 
other children also use the bikes not in the play space area, and another a separate area for the bikes which could be designed 
traffic theft etc.  
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I was thinking of an idea for a bike riding area, maybe it could be separate from the play space area so it is safer for others not being 
hurt. Because all children take along their bikes in the park. Also it makes it difficult for parents to look after the children, when a lot of 
older children ride their bikes around 
A special separate closed area for bike riding is very good idea, so others don't get hurt and we can better look after our children. 
Special older boys can be very wild with bike riding.  
Bikes in the park, children take them along and it would be very safe to have an area closed what they can use.  
I would like to suggest about a separate closed area next to the play space area, for bikes so the children can ride their bikes safely, 
without hurting, other children around the play area. Because usually always children bring along their bikes in park and then ride 
them in between swings and slides.  
We would like to mention about a separate closed area for bike riding next to the play space area. because all children bring their 
bikes to the park and in the playground it is not safe, some others get hurt and also its fun for them. if it's going to be separate maybe 
with some traffic lights or, special designs on the floor with signs etc.  
 

 
 
Additional Sports and/or Exercise 
 
Maybe a small race track for children to run short races. A trampoline.  
 
Run around park- fresh water supply would be good and more trim trail  
  
More football facilities  
Get football pitches!! Sweet shops and the 1st 2 sweets are free.  
Please enable us to help our children by giving them physical exercise, build their stamina, work out frustration (nb i have an autistic 
son who has temper tantrums-he loves going on swings slides etc) 
 
More skate-boarding facilities and a special place for dogs  
Skateboard facility-landscaped bowl maybe?  
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Water features 
 
Water play ie, fountains, pumps, little streams etc 
 
Play water area for kids. 
 
Paddling pool will be really good. Toilets and changing area with a little cafe and activities for the community.  
Definitely use WATER! Fountains etc. Like Coram fields. Also a large swing line the one on stoke newington common is great fun for 
all ages. 
 
I think it is important to have a large space to run around in.  
 
It might be a nice idea to integrate canal lock into a water play area. It would be good fun, relevant to the area and of course 
educational.  
 
There is a wonderful new water play area in Verulamium Park in St Albans I would urge you to visit it-much more fun and easier to 
keep safe and clean than a paddling pool  
 
A lido facility would be useful everyone could enjoy it children, adults, able bodies or otherwise. 
There is the space in Springfield park to make a good job of the construction. 
Also very important that children learn to swim-especially where the play area is next to a canal/river. 
 

 
 
 
Materials/Construction/Visual Impact 
 
I think the floor surface should be the rubber kind so that children are less likely to hurt themselves if they fall.  
 
I'm sorry that there has to be a play space in Springfield Park. I take my children to other local parks including Clissold, Finsbury and 
Paignton which has play spaces. In those parks my children just want to play on the swings/sand pit etc. Springfrield park is unique in 
that the children create their own fun such as climbing trees, hiding in the bushes and rolling down the steep hill. When the play 
space arrives I will no doubt find myself in the queue for the swings as in other parks and the alternative activities will be soon 
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forgotten. Given the decision has been made I would like to see the structures as spaced out as possible and as natural as possible. 
A brightly coloured enclosed and rubberised play area would not fit the natural and relaxing aesthetic of Springfield Park. Please 
don't spoil it.   
 
I think the current provision is adequate. Leaving the dead tree trunks was a brilliant idea and provides hours of play for many ages. 
The new "exercise circuit" next to the tennis court is well used so why spoil the landscaping of the park with more construction? If you 
would designate a couple of trees for climbing and have a paddling area it would be just perfect.  
 
It might be better to have a number of play areas of different kinds scattered around the park rather than one concentrated area. This 
would have less visual impact and would integrate better into the parkland scenery  
 
Soft ground surfaces. No loose or compacted gravel please. The play area at Highgate woods is very good-fenced off (no dogs) lots 
of soft area-blends in nicely with surrounding woodland continuous area of vegetation and trees dividing up the play areas and good 
to have separate areas for different levels of activity/age  
 
Sustainable products to build the park.  
Thank you very much!!  
 
Would prefer natural, sustainable materials to be used. Can all floor space around swings, slides etc be covered with rubber flooring 
to prevent muddy puddles accruing (as happens on stoke Newington common unfortunately) 
 

 
 
 
Play features, other ideas and ‘combination answers ’ 
 
A crows nest swing. Normal swings. Slide and trampoline. 
  
A long trail of monkey bars-A big spacious trampoline-Shaky bridges-large and interesting climbing frames-a tyre swing that slides 
really fast to the other side twisting poles which you sit on at the top and go twisting down fast to the bottom, bumpy slides (long), 
enjoyable fun equipment  
A park with slides, swings and a picnic area for the children playing isn’t only for children, adult stuff like a sunbathing area and 
skating area.  
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All of these questions are leading and closed not really relevant when the footprint/site plan is not clearly mantled. what will happen 
to existing facilities ie, the trim trail? Why not consider play trails throughout the park-less intrusive to the landscape and heritage of 
the park. Use the trees-tree houses.  
 
There is a new play area in Butterfield green. It is very simple-a water pump that the children can activate themselves-the water then 
runs along a channel and into a stream. I am not suggesting you copy this but it would be a source of inspiration. I've seen lots of 
children really enjoy playing there- it allows them to do a lot more than just go down a slide for example. It is imaginative play and 
constructive play. It is also fits very well in its environment. It is thoughtful. If children are given the opportunity to use their 
imagination they can create an things- whatever they want. 
 
All plans concerning parks/canals should be put to involve people in and around the area. This community involvement should go a 
long way in determining the place on which we live ie, sense of participation, responsibility all these reflect on the streets where we 
live. Will be happier positive productive safer place to live just by people involvement after all it is ours.  
 
Any chance of caged animals like hamsters, guinea pigs, rabbits, chickens/hens, deer etc Dog only on lead signs  
  
The play space would be nice if it was divided up according to age groups so that the play equipment is appropriate for the children 
playing in the area without feeling intimidated (younger children) or having to worry about playing too rough (older children). I have 
been to some lovely parks in other boroughs where the play areas for different age groups are fenced off but still next to each other 
with easy access from one to another so that parents are able to supervise all their children. It is about time there was a real playing 
area for children at Springfield Park, with plenty of swings, and wonderful slides - something for everyone to enjoy. This is exactly 
why i haven't been visiting the park and i live very nearby!  
Anything is welcome  
 
Apparatus geared for children with special needs.  
 
As there is such a demand for this-it should be big enough to accommodate large crowd which im sure will attract.  
BASIC SWINGS, ROUNDABOUTS CLIMBING FRAMES  
 
Change the shelter on the front page to a designed pagoda.  
 
The money spent on this consultation could be used to just build a playground with the things in it that you normally find in a 
playground ie, swings, slide etc  
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No age limitations on use (as in Highbury fields) There should be no fences, since there will be a fenced playground at big hill and 
another one at Clapton common Springfield is an open space and should remain so. Any play area should work around or 
incorporate the existing trim trail and logs which are new and extremely well used  
 
Children like to paint the world as they see it. The play area should be brightly coloured creating a childlike atmosphere enabling 
them to interact with the surroundings and the environment. A lot of play space is needed for their energetic tendencies and need for 
exploration. Also well light and maintaining a safe and secure place keeping them out of danger. 
 
 
I have seen and been too many playgrounds and all are simply boring. I have attached a picture we need about 5 of these structures. 
To be honest with the amount of kids in this area we need plenty of swings, climbing frames and trampolines. I would love to talk to 
you, you have my number to give me a call.  
 
No Sand (Too much dirt) 
Swings are always popular for little ones and should definitely be included. Some kind of sand pit would be good too. 
 
I think you should try and see pictures of playgrounds in Saltwell Park Gateshead, the park is considered the best in the country.  
 
It is important to have plenty of traditional play equipment. These are the equipment that children enjoy most. Swings, slides, 
roundabouts, climbing frames and trampolines,. It is also important to have plenty of seats/benches around the playground so that 
parents careers can watch their children.  
 
It should be big enough space for the kids to play in. It should be safe and have a water fountain and toilets near by. Should have a 
soft smooth floor surface. Should have a lot of facilities for the children. It should be for all ages. Everything should be made 
nice,gentle,soft and strong   
It should be done as soon as possible. In the mean time my children are bored in the park when I go there. Thank you in advance. 
M.Ongel  
 
It would be great not to have a 'conventional ' playground but to keep the sense of adventure that children already experience when 
playing in the park (like the trees where children can swing on and the 'forest' bit near the cafe). Children should be able to play in a 
natural environment and explore freely and use their imagination.  
 
IT WOULD BE NICE IF IT HAD FLOWERS/PLANTS/PONDS  
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JUST SOME SWINGS AND SLIDE WOULD BE AN IMPROVEMENT-Some sand would also be good possibly a roundabout.  
 
Mounds, Ditches, nets  
 
Our interest are for a playground, however much we enjoy nature our main concerns are swings/slides in playground to keep the kids 
active and happy in their freeplay. Thank you.  
 
Residents of clapton will be very grateful to have a play area as our nearest one is about a 20 minute walk.  
 
SENSORY STIMULATION FOR BLIND AND AUTISTIC CHILDREN WOULD BE IMPORTANT. Touch, feel and smell sites. Local 
wildlife, plant and history to be integrated so the site educates within a play situation.  
 
Should allow for children fun fair & entertainment  
 
Should be enough benches for adults to be able to watch children comfortably. Climbing frame for children ranging from 18 mths to 
12 yrs.  
 
Springfield park is a beautiful park a play area is very welcome. Many visitors could use the river path for access, which should invite 
people from further afield. As the park has a variety of landscapes there could really be 2 areas of play. One enclosed for physical 
structures, especially good for younger children, and one intergratedinto the landscape, perhaps with waterfall of other water feature. 
Also in the open play area perhaps a high slide or a high spiral slide will be very welcome.  
 
 
The best new children’s play park we've been to is at FRENCH WEIR, TAUNTON SOMERSET (Google it)-it suits ages 1-6 with 
different areas, an enclosed area for little ones, with equipment in a giant sandpit (like at clissold park), lots of bucket on chains and 
pipes for sand play etc. I like the spot specified, my only concern is distance for toilets.  
 
The play area needs to be clean and bright and a place for children of any age can run around freely.  
The private Rugby/cricket /athletics part of Springfield Park which has recently had the tennis courts refurbished, needs an area 
where players can change and use toilet facilities. Children come with their families to watch the cricket and other activities and also 
local children play in that park all the time so consideration should also be given to building some kind of play area for children . 
Maybe near the allotments. i.e. walking and climbing logs, log swings etc..   
 
There are many disabled children in the area so should have access to the facilities. But should be open to all children.  
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There is a very great need for a play area is this beautiful park a combination of metal and wood would be nice, with seating for 
parents. Maybe two areas one for under 8's the other for over 9 yrs. A water pump would be great for the children as they love 
playing with water, for the older children some really good activities to keep them healthy and fit as well as tiring them out. Please 
make sure there are some really fun things to do.  
 
This effort is greatly appreciated and we look forward to a great play space in line with the current fabulously maintained Springfield 
Park- its a pleasure! If possible an enclosed-no dog-play area would be great and also separate -under 5's and older kids play area.  
 
This is one of the best parks in London. Obviously everything is perfect on the other hand of course it could be better. I suggest that if 
the canal maybe can do some more cultural events in that field.  
 
Tunnels, Hills, Sandpit, Pond (stepping stones), Boats, Glass house  
 
Use mile end park as a source of inspiration and translate similar ideas e.g. the pretend castle integrate into the pulley swing, the 
sandpit and bridges like a water way- the areas of vegetation around the space A base like the compacted rubber chips at stoke 
Newington common is good but in the context of Springfield park it should be used throughout the playground. Even at SN common 
when it is wet it gets really muddy and flooded. At the bottom of the hill in Springfield all its surface that allows play all year round is 
needed.. What about a play Dutch barge in a sandy river? Make sure there is something for the older kids/early teens (in adjacent 
area).  
 
The park is a most wonderful place, the only thing missing in my opinion is a playground or recreation area for children of diverse 
ages. 
Thank you so much for giving us a chance to voice our opinions! 
Ps this park is very heavily used by small & big families-pleas try to ensure enough swings and slides etc. 
Thank you once again. 
 
Use the one that was there before - i.e. old playground. there is no need to build on new space. Also need play equipment for older 
children - so more like an adventure playground. Should have separate play areas for younger and older children, so that the young 
ones feel safer  
Water sprays from the ground-Light sensor operated as at the playground on highbury fields islington and at playground in paradise 
park islington.  
 
We have waited long enough for a play area-just make one  
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We love the current play-space, just some more of these timber structures, with equipment especially for little ones to enjoy, a few 
baby-swings and things to climb on separate from what bigger children enjoy would be lovely. It gets really competitive and rough in 
the playgrounds in the summer, each community and age-group gets really territorial, with parents physically fighting about swings 
etc,the little ones come off worst when the big ones get raucous and run through the sandpit or whatever, having been a 
nanny/nursery worker for years before I had my own children I choose not to use Clissold Park in August because it gets so 
aggressive there! A clearly sign-posted gated area for very little ones might be a good idea.  
 
We need a good safe enclosed play area for the children to have fun and a wide range of fun toys  
We need a tap for the spring water. We need a bathing pond for adults and older kids. We don’t like military training playgrounds. We 
need a hole in the fence that leads to the bridge without it; it’s too far to walk to the river cafe.  
 
We want the conservatory open.  
When I last went there my daughter looked for the swings and there wasn’t any. So this addressing our needs.  
Why not some old photos of the park?  
Would be fantastic for the community. We are missing a playground for the children.  
 
Would be great to have some educational ma\terial integrated into the play area e.g. the longboat or any other archeological finds.. 
You are doing a fantastic job with Springfield park-thank you.  
Would like to see abit of play equipment at the top as wella s the bottom (may be in the shrubbery by the cafe as my kids love 
hanging out in the bushes! Maybe in the middle of the shrubbery bit behind the band stand. I would like rope swings from the trees 
too!  
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About respondents 
 
Please tell us which age range you belong to?   
Question option Percentage 

Under 18 3% 

19-25 7% 

26-34 26% 

35-44 26% 

45-54 18% 

55-64 8% 

Over 65 2% 

 
Where do you live?   
Question option Percentage 

E5 37% 

N16 40% 

Other 13% 

Where do you live, other?  
E17  
x13  

N15  
x6  
 

N4  
x4  
 

E9  
x3 
 

E8  
x2  
 

N17  
x2  
 

E10  
E15  
E4  
e6  
N10  
N5  
N8  
NW2  
TW 3 
 

 

Please choose the option that best describe s  
your ethnic background?   
Question option Percentage 

White 54% 

Black or Black British 8% 

Mixed Parentage 2% 

Asian or Asian British 4% 

Chinese 0% 

Other 11% 

Other  
Orthodox 
Jewish   
Jewish  
Black 
American  
Celtic  
Central 
Asian  
Jamaican  
mixed  
New 
Zealand  
North 
Africa  
South 
America  
Turkish 
 

15 
8 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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How many times a week do you currently use the park ?  
Question option Percentage 

0-1 times a week 33% 

2-4 times a week 37% 

5-7 times a week 16% 

7+ times a week 8% 

 

Do you consider yourself disabled?  
 
Questi
on 
option 

Percenta
ge 

Yes 5% 

No 72% 

What is yo ur gender?   
Question option Percentage 

Male 23% 

Female 66% 
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Springfield Park Play 

 
Steering Group Meeting 

 
22nd June 2009 

 
 

Present:  Cllr Michael Levy, Esther Rokah (resident), Glyn Harries (SPUG), Jane Perrott (SPUG), Abu Ghanti, Steve 
Lemon (LBH), Elsie Josland (GWK), Naomi Pietersen (GWK), Zoe Goss (GWK) 
 
Apologies:  Jackie Hopfinger (Learning Trust), Kate Emerson (English Heritage), Anne Marie Pagano (LBH), Ru Brown 
(Growing communities); Ahmet Yener (Springfield Café); Sue Togood (Springfield Park Ranger) 
 
Attachments:   Presentation (overview of project), survey, timetable, natural play design approach 
 
 
Minutes 
 
1.1 SL gave the background to the project, covering the results of the consultation by Hackney Council in 2008.  SL 
informed that as a result of the consultation, the site for the play area has been set as next to the tennis courts and 
funding has been secured. 
 
1.2 GH noted that he was disappointed that Hackney Council had not  informed the Users Group (SPUG) earlier that 
funding for a play  area had been secured and an organisation commissioned.  He noted that SPUG has been 
campaigning and waiting for the Harrington Hill play area to be reinstated and asked why this was not the area to be 
improved.  GH felt that the LBH consultation in 2008 was flawed as  it didn’t give respondents appropriate options for play 
sites.  GH was not clear that Playbuilder funding had been secured. 
 
1.3 SL informed GH that a letter was in the post to SPUG regarding Big Hill area.   
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1.4 NP informed the group that this meeting was the initiation of the project and that it was an opportunity for the 

steering group to shape the consultation.  NP noted that although the consultation did not include consulting on the 
location of the play area, it was Groundwork’s role to ensure that we consulted as widely as possible to garner a 
wide range of views representative of the community and to advise on a play area that fits into the park’s heritage 
and environment.  All comments from groups are welcome and Groundwork will ensure that this is fed back to LBH 
to inform the project’s progress.   

 
 Action: GWK to collate all consultation findings to  present at next  steering group meeting  
 Action:  SPUG to send letter to GWK/LBH detailing their response  to the proposed project  
 
1.5 AG expressed a desire to move the project forward and to work together as a group. 
 
1.6 ML was keen to have a play area in the park and did not have an issue with the location.  ML felt that it would be 

preferable to have a play area there now, rather than wait for Big Hill which could be another wait. 
 
1.7 ER was also positive to have a play area in the proposed location. 
 
1.8 NP asked if people would like additions to the steering group.  The tennis and rugby club representatives were 

suggested. 
 
1.9 EJ talked about the ideas of natural play and that it meant use of natural materials, fixed and moveable structures, 

exposes children to an agreed level of risk and challenge, accessible to a range of abilities.  EJ explained 
Groundwork’s desire to ensure improvements are sensitive to the environment and heritage of the site.  EJ 
explained that there could be a possibility to integrate the already existing trim trail.  EJ said that Groundwork felt 
that the proposed location could serve as a good location for natural play. 

 
1.10 EJ raised the issue of the need for fencing due to perceptions of health and safety around dogs.  If the community 

overwhelmingly voted for fencing, it could be designed sensitively for the site – such as using trees/appropriate 
planting/driftwood. 
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1.11 JP expressed a desire for Groundwork to include in the attachments with the minutes an explanation of why this 
location in Springfield Park would suit natural play.   

 
 Action: GWK to provide explanation on why Natural P lay might be considered as suitable approach for th is 
site  
 
1.12 GH and JP felt that previous consultations done by SPUG had not been taken on board by the council.  GH felt 

there was a priority to keep open space as open space.  
 
 Action:  GWK to liaise with LBH to identify opportu nities with LBH for negotiations around zone identif ied  
 
1.13 The group discussed issues surrounding the proposed location.  These included: health and safety regarding 

cricket grounds; dogs; loss of a football playing area; loss of environment habitat (as it is next to the river and a 
habitat corridor); access and lighting. 

 
1.14 EJ said that it is Groundwork’s role to ensure that these issues are both fed into the consultation report and taken 

into account through the design of the play space. 
 
1.15 NP presented the consultation timetable which started as of today and went over a 12 week period. 
 
1.16 JP expressed anger that this was a very tight timetable and also over the summer holidays when people were likely 

to be away. 
 
1.17 NP agreed that it was a tight timetable.  Workshops have already been agreed at Springfield Park and Stamford 

Hill library, Harrington Hill School Council and the Jewish Community.  There is an online survey and paper copies 
that will also be distributed. NP welcomed suggestions from the group as to other groups Groundwork should 
consult with. 

 
1.18 JP and GH recommended Riverside Café and Springfield Boys and Girls Club and said that young teenagers 

should be included.  JP asked if the summer playscheme would be happening this year. 
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1.19 SL said that he wasn’t sure but would check with Hackney Parks what was planned for the summer in the park.  
 
 Action: LBH to send details of summer park activiti es to group  
 
1.20 GH said that Lea View playground was a good example of natural play but didn’t know who the designers were.  

GH said that SPUG were keen to get play throughout the park, not just in one specific area. 
 
1.21 NP asked the group who should be included on the steering group. 
 
1.22 JP recommended the Community Safety Team  
 
 Action: GWK to contact Community Safety Team, send  information and invite to next meeting. 
 
1.23 NP to send out dates for next steering group meeting where Groundwork will present results of consultation and 

proposed sketch designs building on responses.  JP and GH had the next SPUG meeting on 15 July and wanted 
the meeting after this.  

 Next meeting likely to be w/b 17th August but it was pointed out that this  was Ramadam and that others may be 
on holiday.  JP can’t do  Tuesdays.   
 
 Action: GWK to circulate dates of next meeting to c urrent members and proposed additions  
 
1.24 GH suggested Lea View Hall as an option for a meeting space.   
 
 Action: GWK to identify availability of Lea View Ha ll and add as an option in the invitation if possib le 
 
1.25 NP closed the meeting agreeing that the consultation will go ahead and Groundwork will take on board both issues 

raised at this meeting and consultation responses to present an informed report to the council and steering group 
at the next stage.    

 Action:  GWK to ensure report ready at least 1 week  prior to steering group meeting for circulation 
 
 Date of next meeting tbc – mid to end August 
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