The Fresh Start Scheme

It’s your choice to make the right move

& Hackney



Fresh Start

The Fresh Start Scheme offers housing outside of London.

If you are unhappy with your current home or waiting for

a transfer, you may have to wait many years for suitable

accommodation. This scheme will enable you to start afresh by

moving outside of London into private rented accommodation
or sheltered housing (age 55 and over).

What is the Fresh
Start Scheme?

Due to high demands for Council
and Housing Association properties
in and out of London, the Council
has introduced the private renting
out of London scheme. This gives
Hackney residents a chance to
move out of London to their

areas of choice quickly.

Opportunities for social housing
still exist in a wide range of areas
for applicants over 55 years of age.

What is Private Renting?

The private rented sector includes
accommodation which is owned
and managed by an individual
landlord or letting agent. The rent
is set at market rates and tenancies

are normally shorter in comparison
to the social rented sector. It

is possible for tenancies to be
renewed on an annual basis.

There are more properties
available in this area and you
will be able to move quickly.

Can I be assisted with
social housing?

Social Housing is registered
social landlords properties owned
and managed by the Council or
Housing Association. The rent is
generally lower than market rent
and tenancies are usually longer.

To obtain social housing
properties you need to make a
direct application to the council
in your area of choice.



What do I need to know
before I start?

There are many things you need
to think about before you start
looking for somewhere to live:

» What property size would you like?
* How much is the weekly rent?

« Will you be entitled to
housing benefit?

e Will the rent be affordable if
you are working?

How do I apply for the
Fresh Start Scheme?

You can find your own property
in any area of your choice in the
UK, however, this cannot be a
London borough. A list of estate
agents in your chosen area can
be provided if required.

Who can apply?

To join the scheme you must be
a Hackney resident and either:

» On the Council’s housing
register (General band upwards)

« A Council, Housing Association
or private tenant

Permission to join the scheme
may be refused if you are in
rent arrears or if you have a
history of anti-social behaviour.
If you have rent arrears, you

will need to make arrangements
to clear them before applying
to join the scheme.

Financial Assistance

If you are moving into private
rented accommodation the
Council will pay the following:

« Equivalent of eight weeks local
market rent for the area you
are moving to. This may be
paid directly to the landlord to
cover your rent in advance and
deposit if required.

« Travelling expenses to view the
property you have accepted.

If you are moving into social
housing, the Council will pay
the following:

» Expenses to view the property
(maximum of two viewings)

» Removal expenses of £500
if you want to arrange the
removal yourself.
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If you decide to move

Before you agree to accept an
offer of a home, you need to check
the following with your landlord:

¢ Rent payments

» The tenancy agreement is for
a minimum of one year

« Ensure you sign the tenancy

agreement and agree a tenancy
start date

« If repairs are required check
when this will be carried out.

You will need to give appropriate
notice to your existing housing
office or your landlord if you
intend to move from your
current address.




Further Information

For more information on the Fresh Start Scheme
or to arrange an appointment for an interview,
please contact the Lettings Initiative Team

on 020 8356 5751



If you would like to find out what this document says please tick the appropriate box, put your
name, address and phone number at the bottom of this page and return it to the address balow.
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Somali O
Haddii aad jeclaan lahayd in aad cgaato waxa
dokumeentigani sheegayo fadlan calaamadi
godika ku haboon, ku gor magacaaga, cinwaanka
iyo telefoon lambarkaaga boggan dhankiisa
hoose ka dibna ku celi cinwaanka hoose.

French a
Si vous désirez connaitre le contenu de ce
document, veuillez cocher la case appropriée
et indiquer votre nom, adresse et numeéro de
téléphone au bas de cette page et la
renvoyer & 'adresse indiguée ci-dessous

Spanish a
5i desea saber de lo que trata este
documento, marque la casilla
correspondiente, escriba su nombre,
direccion y numero de teléfono al final de
esta pagina y enviela a la siguiente direccidn.

Kurdish O
Ger hun dixwazin bizanibin ku ev dokument
¢i dibéje, ji kerema xwe qutika minasib
igaret bikin, nav, navnigan 0 hejmara
telefona xwe li j@ré ripel binivisin 0 wé ji
navnigana jérin re biginin.

Turkish a
Bu dékimanda ne anlatildiqin égrenmek
istiyorsamz, litfen uygun kutuyu
igaretleyerek, adinizi, adresinizi ve telefon
numararizi bu sayfamin alt kismina yazip,
agaqidaki adrese génderin.

Polish O
Jesli cheesz dowiedzied sie, jaka jest tresé
tego dokumentu, zaznacz odpowiednie
pole, wpisz swoje nazwisko, adres | nr
telefonu w dolnej czesci ninigjszej strony

| przeslij na ponizszy adres.

Vietnamese a
MNé&u han mudn bidl i lidéu niy ndi gi hiy
ddnh dilu viio hip thich hgp, didn én, dia chi
vi si dién thoai clia ban vio cudi trang niy v
il lai theo dia chi dudi diy,
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If you would like this document in any of the following formats or in another language not

listed above, please complete and send the form to

e address below.

In Braille O
On audio tape O

[ ]

In large print O
On Disk O
In another language, please state:
Name:

Address:

Tel:
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