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735/ 18/ 10079 R o C nena
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Alternatively known as: Kingsland Enpi re, KINGSLAND H GH STREET, Hackney Cinenma. 1937
by F E Broniige, within the shell of an earlier cinema of 1913 -15 by George Col es of
Adam and Col es. Rendered brick and concrete, nearly flat roof behind high parapets.

G rcular foyer on corner of site with manager's office over and cafe to side; behind
these a single auditoriumin Art Deco style with screen and single circle reached via
stair to circle foyer. Above this, accessed fromthe roof, the ceiling and upper walls
survive of Coles's earlier auditorium, in strikingly theatrical still Edwardi an idi om
Pl an rendered facade with ribbed noul ding in concave front behind drum of foyer, arch
on Kingsland Road front formerly held name CLASSIC cinena. Parapet was reduced in
1944. The chief interest of this buil ding lies in its conplete auditoriumof 1937
behi nd renodel | ed and extended foyer. Sinple, curved nouldings to walls and ceiling,
whi ch sweeps down |ike a cash register to unnmoul ded prosceni um opening. Vertica
grilles over screen and at sides over energency exits. Cut-back pyram dal noul di ng,

originally perhaps a laylight, under circle. Some original light fillings survive at
sides and in upper foyer. F E Bromi ge achieved a remnarkabl e sense of rhythm and
novenent through sinple neans in his fewcinemas, al | in North London, and he has

energed as a specialist cinema architect of rare originality. But there is the added
interest also of the remains of the earlier cinena above. In the void over the
auditorium the rafters of Coles's circular auditoriumceiling and noul ded pl aster
decoration with panels, pilasters, swags and tinber cornices. This is an exceptionally
rare survival, suggesting that the original Kingsland Enpire was nore theatrical in
pl anni ng and decoration than nost cinemas of that date. Many cinemas were renodel |l ed
with the arrival of sound films in the 1930s; nowhere el se are two very different
auditoria found one within the other.
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