
Hackney Open Space Study

Atkins was commissioned by the London 
Borough of Hackney in April 2004 to 
undertake an assessment of open space 
and sports facilities within the Borough.  
The study has provided a qualitative and 
quantitative audit and analysis of the 
supply of, and demand for, open space, 
indoor and outdoor sports provision in the 
Borough.

This study reviews the existing open 
space typology and public park hierarchy 
to provide a comprehensive basis for 
assessing the quantity, quality and 
accessibility of open spaces in Hackney.  
The assessment is informed by an up 
to date audit of open spaces within the 
Borough.

Levels of open space need within the 
Borough were considered based upon 
a number of demographic and socio-
economic indicators including:

 Population Density;
 % Terraced/flatted dwellings;
 % Population aged 0-15;
 % Population not in good health; and
 Index of multiple deprivation
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A telephone survey of 1000 residents was 
undertaken to inform usage patterns and 
explore attitudes towards and perceptions 
of open space and sports facilities.  A 
postal survey of all clubs and facility 
providers was also undertaken to inform 
the demand and supply assessment of 
playing pitches and sports facilities.

Within Hackney a total of 255 open 
spaces were identified following a 
comprehensive survey in Summer 2004 of 
all open spaces, public and private, greater 
than 0.25 ha in size.  Together these 
spaces comprise a total of some 468ha.  

Distribution and access to all forms of 
open space has been considered.

Parks deficiency areas are those further 
than 400m from any public park.    

The range and condition of facilities within 
each open space was assessed using a 
scoring criteria method derived from the 
Green Flag assessment system, where 0 
is considered to be very poor and 10 is 
considered to be excellent.  

The assessment identifies that public 
parks tend to score (fair-good) in most 
categories. 

The benefits and value of open spaces to 
local communities extends beyond their 
active recreational role.  Open spaces 
perform other roles contributing to local 
quality of life, including:  

 The context of the open space   
including local open space needs,   
park deficiencies,   
site access arrangements and barriers 
of access to and within the open 
space; 

 The recreational function    
performed by the open space;

 The structural role of open space   
in separating and     
defining communities;

 The amenity value of space;

 Historical / Heritage value of    
spaces;

 The ecological and environmental   
roles performed by spaces;

 The existing and potential    
educational value of spaces to the   
community; and

 The cultural roles spaces perform   
(e.g. community venues,    
performance spaces).

value

Open Space 
Categorisation

Approx Size of Open 
Space and Distance 
from Home

Characteristics

Regional Parks and Open 
Spaces

(Linked Metropolitan Open 
Land and Green Belt corridors) 

Weekend and occasional visits 
by car or public transport

400 hectares

3.2 - 8 km

Large areas and corridors of natural heathland, 
downland, commons, woodland and parkland also 
including areas not publicly accessible but which 
contribute to the overall environmental amenity. 

Primarily providing for informal recreation with some 
non-intensive active recreation uses. Car parking at key 
locations.

Metropolitan Parks

Weekend and occasional visits 
by car and public transport

60 ha

3.2 km or more where 
the park is appreciably 
larger

Either i) natural heathland, downland, commons, 
woodland etc, or ii) formal parks providing for both 
active and passive recreation. 

May contain playing fields, but at least 40 hectares for 
other pursuits. Adequate car parking.

District Park

Weekend and occasional visits 
by foot, cycle, car and short 
bus trips

20 ha

1.2 km

Landscape setting with a variety of natural features 
providing for a wide range of activities, including 
outdoor sports facilities and playing fields, children’s 
play for different age groups, and informal recreation 
pursuits. Should provide some car parking

Local Parks

Pedestrian visits.

2 ha

0.4 km

Providing for court games, children’s play spaces or 
other areas of a specialist nature, including nature 
conservation areas.

Small Local Parks and Open 
Spaces

Pedestrian visits especially by 
children, particularly valuable in 
high density areas

Under 2 ha

Less than 0.4km

Gardens, sitting-out areas, children’s play spaces or 
other areas of a specialist nature, including nature and 
conservation areas.

Linear Open Spaces

Pedestrian visits

Variable

Where feasible

The Thames, canals, other waterways and associated 
open spaces and towpaths; paths; disused railways; 
nature conservation areas; and other routes which 
provide opportunities for informal recreation. 

Often characterised by features or attractive areas 
which are not fully accessible to the public but 
contribute to the enjoyment of the space.

public park hierarchy

Type of Open Space Definition

Provision for children and 
teenagers (incorporated into 
public park hierarchy)

Play areas (including LAPs, LEAPs and NEAPs), skateboard parks, 
outdoor basketball goals and ‘hanging out’ areas (including teenage 
shelters).

Amenity Green Space Includes informal recreational spaces and housing green spaces.  This 
category would include green spaces in and around housing areas, 
large landscaped areas, and domestic gardens.

Outdoor Sports Facilities / 
Playing Fields

Those sites which are not located within a public park and which 
the primary role is for formal recreation.  Sites include tennis courts, 
bowling greens, sports pitches, golf courses, athletics tracks, school 
playing fields, other institutional playing fields and outdoor sports areas.   
Categorise by ownership i.e. public/private/education.

Allotments / Community 
Gardens / Urban Farms

Open spaces where the primary use is allotment gardening or 
community farming.

Cemeteries and Churchyards

Natural or Semi-Natural 
Urban Greenspaces

Woodland (coniferous, deciduous, mixed) and scrub, grassland (e.g. 
downland, meadow), heath or moor, wetlands (e.g. marsh, fen), open 
and running water, wastelands (including disturbed ground), bare rock 
habitats (e.g. cliffs, quarries, pits).

Civic spaces / pedestrianised 
areas

More formally laid out hard surfaced public spaces including squares, 
pedestrian streets, sitting out areas and space surrounding the docks.  
These spaces would not normally have a formal recreational function.

Green Spaces within Grounds 
of Institution

Open space located within the grounds of hospitals, universities and 
other institutions which are accessible to the general public or some 
sections of the public.  This definition also includes education sites 
where there is only hard surface and or amenity open space (no pitch 
sports provision).

Other Agricultural Land and former airfields which perform a structural or 
amenity role.

Composite open space need. The darker colours indicate areas of 
greatest open space need.

Open spaces by type.

The blue areas represent park deficiency areas 

Quality of open spaces in Hackney. Yellow = Poor, Green = Fair/
Good, Orange/Red = Excellent.


