
Are you affected by noise
from barking dogs or other
domestic animals?



Almost all dogs bark occasionally for 
a few moments. However, dogs that
continuously bark, howl or whine can
be very annoying to neighbours. 

What can you do?

Contact the dog owner, as they may be
unaware that there is a problem. 

Three requests a few days apart may
sufficiently resolve the problem. 

Some useful tips:
• Make sure you have identified the

right barking dog; there maybe other
dogs in the area

• Keep an accurate record of  dates
times and duration of  the noise.

• Approach the owner to discuss the
issue; they may not be aware of  the
problem. Alternatively write a letter.

If  you feel you are unable to do this or
you have tried this approach and it hasn’t
worked, then you should contact the
Pollution Team for further guidance.



What can the Council do?

If  the noise is in progress, we will visit the
premises to witness it. 
If  the noise has stopped, we may still send
an informal warning letter and enclose the
leaflet "Constant barking can be avoided".

We may ask you to keep a noise record. 

If  we witness a nuisance, we will speak 
to the owner and follow it up with a
warning letter. 

If  the problem persists and an officer
witnesses a nuisance a legal notice will be
served on the owner, under the
Environmental Protection Act 1990.

The owner may be liable for fines up to
£5,000 (five thousand pounds) for
domestic premises and £20,000 (twenty
thousand pounds) commercial premises.

You should be aware that this process
may take several months to complete so
patience is required, whilst we collect
sufficient evidence to prosecution.
Prosecution is generally the last resort and
this section will hope to resolve 
most noise complaints before this stage 
is reached.



In some cases despite the best efforts of
the local authority, officers may not
witness nuisance and no further action
can be taken.

Noise from crowing cockerels,
domestic birds and other domestic
animals will be dealt with in similar
manner.



What options are available if I
want to take the matter further?

Mediation
If  taking the direct approach does not
work or you do not feel able to approach
your neighbour, you may wish to consider
mediation. Trained mediators may be
able to talk with your neighbour and find
a solution to the problem. Contact the
Mediation service on 020 8356 4794 for
more details.

Private Action
Under the Environmental Protection Act
1990, Section 82 you may take private
action against noisy neighbours. If  you
would be interested in this, please
contact us and we will send you further
details.

You can contact Pollution Control on:
Tel: 020 8356 4455
Fax: 020 8356 4980

Email: pollution.control@hackney.gov.uk

28-32 Independent Place
Shacklewell Lane
London E8 2HE
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