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Agenda 21 is a comprehensive plan of action to be taken globally, nationally and 
locally by organizations of the United Nations System, Governments, and Major 
Groups in every area in which human impacts on the environment.  

Agenda 21, the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, and the 
Statement of principles for the Sustainable Management of Forests were adopted by 
more than 178 Governments at the United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development (UNCED) held in Rio de Janerio, Brazil, 3 to 14 June 1992. 

Basis for action 

Because so many of the problems and solutions being addressed by Agenda 21 
have their roots in local activities, the participation and cooperation of local 
authorities will be a determining factor in fulfilling its objectives. Local authorities 
construct, operate and maintain economic, social and environmental infrastructure, 
oversee planning processes, establish local environmental policies and regulations, 
and assist in implementing national and subnational environmental policies. As the 
level of governance closest to the people, they play a vital role in educating, 
mobilizing and responding to the public to promote sustainable development. 

Objectives 

The following objectives are proposed for this programme area:  

(a)  By 1996, most local authorities in each country should have undertaken a 
consultative process with their populations and achieved a consensus on "a local 
Agenda 21" for the community; 

(b)  By 1993, the international community should have initiated a consultative 
process aimed at increasing cooperation between local authorities;  

(c)  By 1994, representatives of associations of cities and other local authorities 
should have increased levels of cooperation and coordination with the goal of 
enhancing the exchange of information and experience among local authorities;  

(d)  All local authorities in each country should be encouraged to implement and 
monitor programmes which aim at ensuring that women and youth are represented in 
decision-making, planning and implementation processes.  



Activities 

Each local authority should enter into a dialogue with its citizens, local organizations 
and private enterprises and adopt "a local Agenda 21". Through consultation and 
consensus-building, local authorities would learn from citizens and from local, civic, 
community, business and industrial organizations and acquire the information 
needed for formulating the best strategies. The process of consultation would 
increase household awareness of sustainable development issues. Local authority 
programmes, policies, laws and regulations to achieve Agenda 21 objectives would 
be assessed and modified, based on local programmes adopted. Strategies could 
also be used in supporting proposals for local, national, regional and international 
funding. 

 


